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Destructive drinking an
increasing phenomenon

In an average week, how many days do you drink
to the point of intoxication?
Once a week: 73%

By Paul Riley
Staff Writer

How many days per week do you smoke
marijuana?
One day per week: 37%

When you skim through the drug
and alcohol policy written up and
handed out at the beginning of every
year, the statement in the catalog that
stands out the most is that responsibil¬
ity, in regard to drug and alcohol use,
is left to the student. Anyone who has
spent a significant time on this cam¬
pus is well aware that the majority of
the students are more than willing to
take on this responsibility themselves.
According to a recent poll taken
by "The Bates Student", approxi¬
mately seventy-three percent of stu¬
dents at Bates consume alcohol to the
point of intoxication at least once a
week. On the same line, thirty-seven
percent claim to smoke marijuana at
least once a week on the average.
Unfortunately, problems such as
violence and property damage can
sometimes occur as a result of wide¬
spread drinking. Sandy Somers '95,
president of Chase Hall Committee,
comments that at events sponsored by
CHC, "damage is confined to the

Do you feel pressure to use drugs/alcohol from
your peers?
Yes 16%
No 84%
Do you feel alcohol/drugs are necessary to have a
good time at a Bates social event?
Yes 23%
No 77%
Do you feel students abuse Bates’ liberal alcohol/
drug policy?
Yes 22%
No 78%
Taken January 31,1995, this “Bates Student” poll included
responses from 212 students.

EPC controversy
continues

By Michelle Wong

From News Staff Reports

Copy Editor

The controversy surrounding the
selection of student representatives to
the Educational Policy Committee
came to a close this Monday evening
with the Representative Assembly's
re-approval of the original slate of
candidates
proposed
by
last
semester's Committee on Commit¬
tees. This occurred after a new Com¬
mittee on Committees reopened the
application process last week, and
evaluated each candidate on an indi¬
vidual basis.
Representatives from the new
Committee on Committees fielded
questions from R.A. members and
concerned students in regard to how
the selection process was facilitated.
The committee members stressed that
they paid particular attention to the
complaints issued last semester in de¬
vising their selection procedure. Ac-

After the long holiday vacation,
returning to Bates, for many first-year
students, signals the onset of the
much-talked about extensive winter
term, the reunion of school friends,
and falling back into the the regular
routine of college, somewhat similar
to the semester before. While every¬
one on campus must adjust to a new
semester in some way or other, Janu¬
ary freshmen have the task of adjust¬
ing to a fresh setting, a distinct social
scene and new academic expections.
January freshmen, commonly re¬
ferred to as "Jan frosh," are students
who typically applied last spring for
either September 1994 or January 1995
admission and were accepted either
for fall or for winter entry to the col¬
lege. The admissions office gave all
accepted first-years, regardless of the
term in which they were granted ad¬
mission, the opportunity to study
abroad for a semester in Japan or Ger¬
many on one of the two faculty-led

Continued on Page 3, Column 1

Lewiston, Maine

Weekend Weather
Friday and Saturday: Earthquakes be¬
fall tne campus, delaying mail and send¬
ing local ducks into a state of flux. Olin
falls into the puddle. Admissions tours
continue on schedule. Sunday: same.

bathrooms." Regarding violence, if
some kind of scuffle were to occur,
there is usually enough security on
hand to handle the situation properly.
Yet, even when security is on
hand, there can still be problems.
This was evident during this year's
Wilson House Formal. Over four
hundred dollars worth of damage was
racked up as a result of people break¬
ing window screens and ripping off
soap dispensers. Another example of
outrageous behavior occurred when
somebody tried to put a folding table
through a wall. Jon White '96, the
main organizer of the event, admits
that drunkenness was the main cause
of the problems, yet he explains that it
can be a difficult situation for those
running the event. He elaborated,
"This being the last large organized
party before finals, people looked for¬
ward to this event. People want to
have a good time and with that comes
a lot of drinking. Unfortunately,
those of us in charge during the party
cannot be mothers to every student."
Although problems such as damContinued on Page 2, Column 1

The Jan frosh experience: Mixed reviews

Caught in a moment of social repose are Jan frosh Meghan Gullette, Sara
Howland and Caitlin Sweeney.
Elizabeth LaFemina photo.
programs offered this past fall. Some
acceptees took advantage of the offer,
while others decided to take the tradi¬
tional route of coming to school for the
fall or winter semester. Also, a num¬
ber of students of all years transferred

to Bates from various other colleges or
universities this January.
Dean of Admissions Wylie
Mitchell stated, "There are some great
Continued on Page 6, Column 1
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They lure you in...
Ever wondered about the moment you
became a part of Bates? A little mysti¬
fied as to just what happened ? A new
award-winning docudrama, showing
at a house near you, examines what
can happen' to the individual that
spends too much time on campus.
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Staff members gather for some collec¬
tive deconstruction of one of the most
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Around Campus
Black History Month: The Harlem Renaissance
Saturday, February 4
In celebration of the Harlem Renaissance, Amandla! is sponsoring TRIAD from 10 p.m. - 2a.m. The
evening will feature two D.J.’s and two live bands, acid jazz in Commons and a jazzy jazz band in
Skelton Lounge. Ticekts are limited, but they are on sale outside of Commons for $7.
Monday, February 6
Performance Artist Lecture. Time and place to be announced.
Thursday, February 9
Film series continues in Olin 104 at 7:30p.m.
Saturday, Febraury 11
One-act student plays in the Black Box, 8 - 10p.m.
Monday, Februrary 13
Professor lecture series in the Mays Center at 4:15p.m. Topic: Art and the Harlem Renaissance.
Thursday, February 16
The film series lives! Documentary film to be followed by discussion in Olin 104 at 7:30p.m.

Lenny Kohm, a widely
known environmental
photographer, will speak
Monday, February 6 at
7:00 p.m. in Chase
Lounge. His appearance is sponsored by the Bates
Environmental Coalition.
Kohm has brought the message of protection for
our Arctic coastal plain all over the country during
the past five years, and Monday night's multi-media
slide presentation and ensuing discussion will ad¬
dress the proposed development by the Petroleum
Industry on the coastal plain of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge in Alaska.
"It is puzzling that people and the government
would be willing to sacrifice a renewable resource,
such as the herd ... for merely the possibility of the
short term benefits we could gain by extracting a
small amount of petroleum, a renewable resource,"
says Kohm.

Last great
wilderness

Substances continue to play a large role in Bates social activities
Continued from Page 1, Column 4
age to property are significant in relation to drink¬
ing, the most important problem lies with the health
risks associated with alcohol and drug consumption
and consequently, how to handle it. At the Health
Center, Dr. Chris Tisdale is the person responsible
for this task. She explains that they "hold on to the
patients as long as they are awake, yet once they slip
out of consciousness, they are sent to the hospital."
If students are sent to the hospital, soon after
they exit they are greeted with a basic education re¬
ferral program which informs them of the problems
associated with alcohol. "This is basically a self-as¬
sessment tool," explains Tisdale. "It helps people re¬
alize their problems and teaches them how to deal
with them." This action is taken if and only if the
student is sent to the hospital.
Recently there was a law passed that requires
a certain amount of alternative beverages offered at

every blue-slipped event that will serve alcohol.
Many support this new measure, stating that having
the alternative beverages there keeps the options
open for not drinking and may reduce the overall
pressure to drink. Bryan Burpee '96, Junior Advi¬
sor of the chemical free Cheney House, supports this
new policy and also believes that it would be "good
for the college to promote more campus-wide non¬
alcoholic events."
However, the policy has not escaped criticism
from various party organizers. Somers commented
that people sponsoring various events on campus
have had problems with the policy. According to
Somers, the complaint has been that if some group
wants to blue-slip their own party, they should be
the ones responsible for making the decision to in¬
clude alternative beverages or not.
This general support for the inclusion of alterna¬
tive beverages seems to reflect an attitude that some
people here indeed possess: that people don't feel

It keeps
more than
memories
alive.

J.R

IMPACT

American Heart
Association,^^
Fighting Heart Disease
and Stroke

AMERICAN' HEART
ASSOCIATION
MEMORIALS & TRIBUTES

500 Main Street, Lewiston, ME 04240

786-0089
At No Tomatoes
Careless Jake next Thursday
and Friday Night
99 Cent Fresh Brewed Ales

1-800- AHA-USA1
This space provided as a public service.
©1994, American Heart Association

the need to drink in order to have a good time. Only
sixteen percent of the students who took our survey
believed that it was necessary to consume alcohol at
Bates parties to enjoy themselves. At the same time,
only thirteen percent felt pressure to consume alco¬
hol at a Bates College event.
Whether or not Bates should implement rules
concerning alcohol use is a difficult question that can
be argued many ways. Yet most of the population
would probably agree that it would do more harm
than good. The liberal policy that the school utilizes
now not only illustrates the respect that Bates has for
its students, but also allows the students to respect
themselves. The policy forces Bates students to as¬
sume a responsibility for themselves: a type of selfgovernance that may not have been an option before
it arriving here. Setting up rules and regulations
might take away from the self-respect and assurance
that students gain from taking on the responsibility
in the first place.

Tired of
throwing
your weight
around?

TANNING
$2.00 for every 15 min.
Bates College only
Beds and booths

97 Ash Street
Lewiston
783-0668

Every WecL
Red Dog
&

Sugar
Contest

A
sugarioaf/us£

Come in and try RED DOG and enter out
weekly drawing. Win lift ticket, rental and ski
lesson pkg. plus ticket to concert at Sugarloaf
USA. Drawing held at 11 pm.

---

Wed. Special
Burger & Pitcher
450
Starting at 6 pm
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News

Members of Bates community reach out beyond the bubble
Bates' Volunteer Coordinator
Laura Biscoe is enthusiastic about the
number of involved students and the
News Editor
ever-increasing scope of volunteerism
at Bates. In addition to the 245 stu¬
dents who committed themselves to
In recent years, it seems as if the
on-going community service projects,
Bates Bubble has become an institution
she said that over the course of the fall
as real and alive as the Hathorn bell
semester, 390 students participated in
and the clicker-lady in Commons.
what Biscoe categorizes as "one-time
Moreover, it appears to the naked eye
opportunities" such as the Blood
as though the circumference of this
Drives or house building for Habitat
Bubble is steadily shrinking and tight¬
for Humanity. Even numbers like this
ening. Divisions between "town and
can be deceiving, though. "A lot of
gown" have only become more obvi¬
people don't want to commit to an on¬
ous as incidents of violence and ten¬
going program
sion erupt between
but will show up
Bates students and
“...Volunteerism is important for one-time oplocal
residents
portunities;
with alarming fre¬ to future employment as well
moreover, not
quency and inten¬
as to individual growth as a
everyone who
sity.
volunteers
at
It seems as if
Bates student.”
Bates
comes
the average Bates
Laura Biscoe
through the Vol¬
student's interac¬
unteer
Office."
tion with Lewiston
Volunteer Coordinator
This, of course,
residents has been
implies
that
reduced to overmore do-gooder Batesies are lurking
the-counter deals with the clerk at Col¬
about the streets of Lewiston than
lege Variety and doorway rendezvous
numbers alone suggest.
with the Domino's delivery person.
Biscoe feels that the Volunteer
This is a disturbing trend, but perhaps
Fair
has helped "established a pretty
it is not an altogether accurate sum¬
positive
rapport with community
mary of relations between Bates stu¬
leaders
in
Lewiston/Auburn." Stu¬
dents and local residents.
dents have the opportunity to shop
Statistics show that during the fall
around for an activity which really
semester of this year, approximately
peaks their interest. Some of the more
245 Bates students made their way be¬
popular agencies include the crisis
yond the bubble and into the streets of
counseling or hotline work at the
Lewiston/Auburn as volunteer work¬
Abused Women's Advocacy Project,
ers. Over 65 agencies were served by
volunteering at one of the area's four
Bates students who volunteered to do
teen shelters as a tutor or a counselor,
everything from cleaning out the local
the Adopt-a-Grandparent program,
food pantry to serving meals at a
tutoring in a local school, or working
nearby church to teaching English as a
in various capacities at one of the local
second language.
By Jennifer Lacher

division between town and gown as
hospitals.
the influx of Bates students into the
Biscoe has extensive information
community is on the rise. Volunteer¬
about the various agencies listed with
ing is an eye-opening experience. It
the Volunteer Office, including what
gets [students] out of their own Bates
positions are available, what is re¬
community and makes them appreci¬
quired of each position, and how
ate what they have a little more. The
great the time commitment will be.
strides are not great but they are
"If people want to come to me for help
steadily going forward."
with a school placement, I'd love to
Biscoe says that personally she
help them out. . . Use the Office in
reaps
the most benefit from the "little
conjunction with OCS as a vehicle for
rewards,"
such as seeing Bates stu¬
career exploration," Bicsoe explains.
dents
acting
as positive role models
"I think volunteerism is important to
for
children
in
the community. "The
future employment as well as to indi¬
kids
in
the
neighborhoods
just need
vidual growth as a Bates student."
that
extra
push,
Biscoe
ex¬
and
I
think
that
plained that stu¬
“The
kids
in
the
community
the
Bates
stu¬
dents "generally
dents
are
doing
do not jump in [to
are beginning to see Bates
that for them.
a volunteer posi¬
not
as
a
little
bubble
but
as
a
This is especially
tion] feet first
true of middle
without any train¬
place they can visit and take
school and high
ing."
In fact,
advantage of.”
school
kids.
many of the posi¬
What starts out
tions require in¬
Laura Biscoe
as an academi¬
tense training, es¬
cally-based rela¬
pecially programs
tionship comes out a mentoring, role
such as the Abused Women's Advo¬
model situation which can show kids
cacy Project wherein student volun¬
that there is a life for them if they can
teers may serve in the capacity of
just get through high school," Biscoe
hotline operators or crisis counselors.
maintained.
It is not unlike the training students
The connections between Bates
undergo to be members of Bates' own
students and older kids in the commu¬
Sexual Assault Response Line
nity become especially important
(SARL). Often, this training occurs on
when one considers what may poten¬
the Bates campus as Biscoe said she
tially develop as a result of these rela¬
"encourages the agencies to use on
tionships. Biscoe elaborates, "The
campus facilities because it is easier if
kids in the community are beginning
students don't feel they have to 'get
to see Bates not as a little bubble but as
somewhere'."
a place they can visit and take advan¬
Biscoe said that recognizing the
tage of. [Bates] can start to become
"small rewards" that accompany her
less of a closed corporation. The more
position are sometimes the most satis¬
we can open those avenues, the less
fying. "I think we're starting to dispel
we will seem like an isolated entity."
the myths; we're chipping away at the

Representative

Assembly
Continued from Page 1, Column 1
cording to Richard Holley, R.A. President Elect, each applicant was asked
the same exact questions, which were established prior to the first interview.
The matters focused on in the interview process were flexibility of the ap¬
plicant, their ability to interact with faculty, and what they would bring to
the Educational Policy Committee.
The mood of the meeting was uneasy, with students who had initially
voiced anger with the original Committee on Committees still unconvinced
that the newprocess was fair. Among their concerns was the knowledge the
candidates selected for the positions may have had about the interview pro¬
cess prior to their interviews. Some complained that the candidates selected
had an unfair advantage by virtue of their being on the Educational Policy
Committee before the interviews. The complainants found this to be particu- A camera-shy RA member avoids the public eye.
'Barney Beal photo.
larly relevant because the Committee on Committees discussed selection -—
procedures with the E.P.C. prior to interviews. The Committee on Commit¬
tees members present at the R.A. meeting asserted that their discussions with the E.P.C. in no way created an advantageous position for those students because
specific interview questions were not disclosed.
Prior to the E.P.C. representative ratifications, Dean Branham presented a report on the status of the proposed Statement of Values and Nondiscrimina¬
tion. She explained that the statement calls for mutual respect and equitable treatment, but does not attempt to define harassment. Branham outlined several
concerns brought up by the faculty in regard to the proposed statement. Among these concerns were:
1) Does the administration have the jurisdiction to articulate values ?
2) Is the statement in and of itself enough to make changes in the Bates community ?
3) Is the statement restrictive to personal and academic freedom?
Branham responded to these concerns by citing past policies the faculty has approved which carry with them similar implications in regards to the faculty's
concerns. Regardless of how the faculty votes, the statement will be used in upcoming publications. However, Branham said, it would be "nice" if the faculty
approves it when it is brought to a vote at their next meeting.
The meeting concluded with executive office elections. Richard Holley '96 was elected as president. His campaign platform focused on his experience as
an insider and dedication to reform. Paul Howard.'97 was elected vice president. He promised to provide every member with a copy of the R.A. constitution
and also favors reform.

News

Issues of intolerance continue to haunt Bates classrooms
By Cristina Shannon
Student Correspondent

It is no great secret that, histori¬
cally, individuals from all walks of life
have been oppressed and persecuted
solely on the basis of their race, reli¬
gion, gender or sexual orientation. On
a campus which has so recently
waded through the issues of
multiculturalism and diversity, it is
disappointing and sometimes difficult
to admit that a fundamental problem
like racism still exists in the classroom.
Discrimination of this sort continues
to be not only a source of anger and
injury to students of color but an edu¬
cational barrier for all students. Ulti¬
mately, to deny the existence of this
form of racism is to perpetuate the fear
and frustration that leads to a hostile
and unhealthy classroom environ¬
ment.
Malachi Bergson '96 believes that
classroom racism is "always there, but
there are only specific times when it
comes out." He explains that favorit¬
ism, tokenization and subtle manifes¬
tations of ignorance by both teachers
and students occur more frequently,
saying that blatant instances of racism
surface when sensitive issues are be¬
ing discussed and students "open
their mouths without thinking."
Kobi Hatcher '97 agrees that rac¬
ism occurs in classrooms at Bates ev¬
ery day; it has merely been labeled
subtle "because that is what people
have been programmed to believe."
Hatcher explains these pervasive bi¬
ases as "blatant ignorance" on the part
of both teachers and students.
A student of Latin American de¬

scent who wishes to remain anony¬
mous has also experienced and been
offended by this subtle racism perpe¬
trated by what Hatcher described as
the "blatant ignorance" of some stu¬
dents. Specifically, hearing the mis¬
construed perceptions concerning the
various peoples of Latin America has
triggered both anger and discomfort.
This student feels that negligence in
considering diverse opinions occurs
most frequently within the classes
taught within the social science de¬
partments. While some professors
make a concerted effort "to clear up
certain misconceptions or racist atti¬
tudes," this student holds that other
professors entirely avoid issues of bias
because "they themselves are also car¬
riers of such attitudes." Professors •
may imply their own racism, for ex¬
ample, by using outdated surveys or
reading material written from the per¬
spectives of middle class, white men
in order to present a definitive view of
a certain issue.
The accusation that educators are
partly responsible for fostering an un¬
comfortable atmosphere of intoler¬
ance is not without endorsement from
within the members of the faculty.
Anthropology and Women's Studies
Professor Elizabeth Eames admits that
racism in the classroom is an ever¬
present topic of conversation among
herself and a small subset of her col¬
leagues. "I do think that there are pro¬
fessors who are ignorant of the impli¬
cations of their actions. Just because
you have a PhD doesn't mean that you
are equipped for talking about these
issues."
Eames continues to explain that
professors teaching courses not spe¬
cifically focused on issues of race and

ethnicity may tend to neglect racist
implications which occur within their
course materials. Not only does this
reinforce stereotypes but it also leaves
students of color "having to pick up
the pieces of their lives." When she
notices racism among students in her
own classroom, rather than forcing an
individual of color to provide the de¬
fense for a racist notion or comment,
Eames says she tries "to bear the
brunt" herself. Eames laments the fact
that she cannot always succeed in suf¬
ficiently combatting racism in her
classes, but she nonetheless continues
to make a concerted effort toward
reaching that goal.
Charles Nero, Chair of African
American Studies and assistant Pro¬
fessor of Rhetoric, has similar goals. "I
constantly ask myself about how I am
treating students who are not defined
as 'in the majority.'" Through this con¬
stant awareness, Professor Nero
avoids fostering racism in his own
classroom and believes that Bates' fac¬
ulty members of color are generally
aware of the possibility of having dif¬
ferent expectations for students of
color as opposed to Caucasian stu¬
dents. He does feel, however, that
some faculty members do not display
this level of awareness. He knows
that professors have made some stu¬
dents uncomfortable by requesting
that they act as "experts" of the spe¬
cific cultural group to which they be¬
long.
This observation does not belong
to Nero alone; Hatcher also believes
that the most commonly occurring in¬
stances of classroom racism occur
when professors ask an individual to
speak for another member of their eth¬
nic community or allow a large por¬

tion of the class to attack someone for
their views. This phenomenon is usu¬
ally referred to as tokenization. In
Hatcher's experience, attacks such as
this upon students of color have not
been mediated, and many racist no¬
tions have been left uncorrected by
professors. He sees this as the crux of
the problem, because the burden of
dispelling ignorance has then been
placed on his shoulders, and as he
says, "I'm not here solely to do the
educating." Hatcher affirms that it is
the professors' responsibility, not only
as professional educators but as hu¬
man beings, to intervene and correct
these types of situations, "if there are
false ideologies that they know are
harmful to our community."
Bergson echoes many of the same
sentiments. In terms of the way pro¬
fessors have dealt with these situa¬
tions, Bergson says, "A lot of times
I've found that Bates professors are
not experienced enough moderators."
Malachi also noted that many profes¬
sors have neglected "to take into ac¬
count that there is a duality in issues,"
referring to the emphasis on Cauca¬
sian perspectives at the expense of
multi-cultural viewpoints.
While it is important to acknowl¬
edge the presence of racism in the
classroom and to give voice to the ac¬
companying frustration, it is crucial
for educators especially to begin to
look for definitive solutions to perma¬
nently and effectively alleviate this
problem. Assistant Professor of Art
Erica Rand firmly maintains that pro¬
fessors must strive to dispel racism in
the classroom. She suggests that pro¬
fessors should address the issue at its
Continued on Page 6, Column 2
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HOW TO HANG ON TO YOUR DOUGH.
(WITHOUT CRAMPING YOUR STYLE)

Separate “needs” from “wants.”
Hint: A bed is a need. A Mr. Microphone
is a want.

Split the bill but only pay your share.
Why put in for someone else’s swordfish
if all you got was soup?

j£o

Set aside money for emergencies.
Unless you’d rather call your parents
for it instead.

Keep your eye on your wallet.
Have a Citibank Classic card in case you
lose it.The Lost WalletSM Service can get you
emergency cash;1 a new card, usually within
24 hours, and help replacing vital documents.
’Based on available cash line.

OTIBANKO

WE’RE LOOKING OUT FOR YOU
To apply, call I-800-CITIBANK.
I___
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News

Face to face with
the Trustees

Bookstore “conspiracy” revealed as fraud
By Ingrid Larson
Student Correspondent

By Marcie Vaughn
Student Correspondent

Friday, January 27, a Stu¬
dent/Trustee Banquet was
held in Muskle Archives to dis¬
cuss what President Harward
called "Student Culture at
Bates". Approximately thirty
Bates students of various cul¬
tural, ethnic, and social back¬
grounds were invited to join
the trustees for a dinner to be
followed by a discussion led by
student panelists Margaret
Schroeder '95, Chris Tine '96
and Jeremy Pelofsky '97.
"Trustees love to interact
with students," President
Harward said. "They want to
be connected with what they
know is our reason for being
and students need to under¬
stand the commitment on the
part of these trustees."
According to Schroeder,
"Throughout dinner we had a
chance to talk to the trustees.
They were asking us questions
and ...they got an idea of what
campus life is like from the
student's perspective."
The banquet served as a so¬
cial medium through which
students and trustees were able
to interact on a casual level. Ac¬
cording to Tine, "Nobody had
an agenda to present. It was a
good opportunity to make per¬
sonal contacts and it gave the
trustees a feeling of what is cur¬
rent at the college." On his role
as a panelist Tine said, "I
wanted to share how activities
and things I've been involved
in have had a positive impact
on my college experience."
Some of the issues dis¬
cussed included cultural diver¬
sity at Bates, social activities,
community involvement, and
housing and dormitory situa¬
tions. While it was an impor¬
tant time for during which the
trustees were brought up to
date on student life on the Bates
campus, Jeremy Breningstall
'97 cautioned that the trustees
can't be expected to "get the
full picture from a single din¬
ner." However, he added that
he felt that the experience was
generally a positive one.
All in all, the banquet suc¬
cessfully served to increase
communication between stu¬
dents and trustees. Rob Kaplan
'95 was invited to attend and
described the dinner as
"...wonderful...a great opportu¬
nity to meet with the trustees
and discuss current student
concerns while reflecting on
how the campus has changed
since they attended Bates."
The continuation of open
dialogue such as that which
was fostered by the banquet is a
step towards the progressive
change that is sought by both
students and trustees.

After the holiday break, some stu¬
dents may have returned to school
with newly-earned cash burning holes
in their pockets. Most of them shelled
that money out in order to continue
with the academe and purchase text¬
books for the semester. Depending on
one's interests or major, this could
have broken the bank account or put
the credit card over the limit. In the
first few weeks of classes, the biggest
complaint of students was the amount
of money they had to spend on their
textbooks.
Ann Darby, Textbook Manager of
the College Bookstore, shed light on
this subject and explained that the
bookstore itself is just as much a vic¬
tim as the students are. The Bookstore
does not mark up the prices of texts,
meaning the store is involved in a
"break-even situation." The fault lies
primarily with the publishers, among
them Prentice-Hall, McGraw-Hill, and
Wadsworth. The first of which deals
strictly with texts, and has increased
its individual textbook prices by al¬
most seven percent in the last four or
five years.
Darby, who has been Textbook
Manager for eight years, commented,
"There is no rhyme or reason [to the
inflated prices]." She keeps "thinking
[prices] will level off, but they don't."
According to Darby, publishers will
claim that the increase in text prices
are merely due to the increase of pa¬
per costs or the costs in publishing.
Students are then forced to find
effective ways to "beat the system."
Many students initially buy all of their
required books, in hopes of selling
them back to the bookstore or selling
them through advertisement on the
bulletin board in Commons, at the
conclusion of the semester. However,
such an economically sound idea is
not without its loopholes. In order for
the bookstore to buy back the texts,
and only at a mere fraction of the price
for which they were formerly pur¬
chased, the books must be in their
original condition, without highlight¬
ing and writing, bent pages, or
scratched covers — all those little
things that make life easier for college
students.
First-year student Stephanie Ross
spoke the frustration experienced by
many students when they go to sell
their books back at the semester's end.
"After spending $300 on books for last
semester, I only got $30 back from the
Bookstore. Ten percent is not that
much of a turnaround." These re¬
bought books are then sold to the next
round of students under the label
"Used." But what about those books
that are left to gather dust in the bow¬
els of the Bookstore, shunned and
overlooked as new editions ("new"
only by virtue of a revised introduc¬
tion and a few strategically rear¬
ranged pages) appear on the shelves
of the Bookstore?
Darby explained that the unsold
books (piled high on the second floor
of the store) from last semester must
be sold back to the publishers, for the
initial price plus shipping. These
books must, naturally, be in mint con¬

The lines have gone down and the game room is devoid of the stacks of
textbooks which so recently plagued it; the Bates College Store is back to
business as usual.
Barney Beal photo.

dition, in order for the publishers to
refund their initial costs.
But the students' expenses for
textbooks is not entirely the fault of
the publishers. Some professors are
under the impression that the pur¬
chase of so many texts will be benefi¬
cial to students as they start to build
their own library. As Darby sees it,
these professors must not "realize the
costs" of such a library, nor are they
grasping the more important fact that
students just cannot afford it.
A physics professor, who re¬
quested to remain anonymous, be¬
lieves that by purchasing only one
book and making copies of the mate¬
rial available to students, professors
can put some pressure on the publish¬
ers to lower the costs of texts in their
courses.
Education professor Stanton
Wortham and English professor
Lillian Nayder expressed similar sen¬
timents regarding the rising cost of
textbooks. Both of them revealed that
they do take into consideration the
costs of the texts they use in their
courses. But the fact that the publish¬
ers come up with new editions almost
every year not only makes it difficult
for students to resell their books, but it
also puts professors in a bind. Many
professors are aware that some stu¬
dents will have no use for the course
texts after the course is finished, and
Wortham said that since he will admit
that most hardcover books are often

too expensive, he only requires them if
their content is crucial to the course.
Even some softcover books, how¬
ever, can be very expensive, especially
when only a few chapters are used
throughout the course.' Sophomore
Steven Ockerbloom suggested that
"money should be allocated to put [at
least] two copies of books [required
for each course] on reserve in the li¬
brary." Indeed, a few professors have
tried to relieve the burden of textbook
expenses by placing some (or all) of
the class materials on reserve in the li¬
brary, or making copies of the mate¬
rial available to the students. Other
professors, particularly those con¬
ducting independent studies with in¬
dividual students, will loan the neces¬
sary texts to their students, in hopes
that the texts will be returned at the
end of the semester. The Education
Department even provides their stu¬
dent teachers with a reading room,
composed of the suggested reading
materials.
The future may present some in¬
teresting alternative, particularly for
students enrolled in science and math
courses. Technology is starting to
bring these texts to computer pro¬
gramming. The wave of the future
does not seem to be catching on for
many of the social sciences or the hu¬
manities, unfortunately, and as for the
immediate future, students should
just continue to make sacrifice to the
god of increased credit limits.
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Students, faculty address classsroom racism
YOURSELF
IN THE
DRIVER’S
SEAT
Domino’s Pizza®, the world’s latest
pizza delivery company, is now hiring.
If you are at least 18 years old, have a
valid driver’s license, automobile
insurance, a good driving record, and
access to a car, you can:
• Enjoy the freedom of being on
the road.
• Work flexible hours.
• Be part of the excitement of the
world's fastest-growing pizza
deiivery company.
To apply, stop in your local Domino's
Pizza store today or cali 783-2200
©1994 Domino's Pizza, Inc.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Continued from Page 4, Column 4
roots by constructing appropriate curriculums for their classes. Rather than
designing a syllabus that only ex¬
plores multicultural perspectives after
it has initially addressed the "essence"
of a topic, she says a course should
stress that "all perspectives are central
to understanding the topic."
Rand suggests that another way
racism can be prevented to some ex¬
tent is to study the construction of
whiteness as a race. "One way that
racism gets manifested sometimes is
in the assumption that race should
only be a topic of discussion when
people of color are in the works that
we are studying in class. When we see
pictures of black people we often ad¬
dress that issue as something about
the construction of blackness. One
way to deal with that is to insist on
making whiteness a subject of study
also." Stressing that we must remem¬
ber race, ethnicity and sex as universal
qualities of human beings, Rand
points out that to focus only on people
of color as the objects of racial and eth¬
nic studies is in itself a form of racism.
Rand recalls sensing a resentment on
the part of some students when issues
that do not encompass majority views
arise, saying that sometimes if stu¬
dents are "in a category of social
power, it is often not as clear why is¬
sues like racism, sexism, and sexuality
are a central part of a topic."
Eames describes racism through
the "Saturn ring phenomenon," ex¬
plaining that just as Saturn's ring is
seen from the earth as one clear loop,
it is merely comprised of particles of

seemingly tiny incidents which build
on each other, consequently encourag¬
ing the persistence of stereotypes and
injustices. "It's always there," she also
says of racism, "but three-fourths of
the students in the classroom can ig¬
nore it."
When racist comments or insinua¬
tions are made by students in the
classroom, Nero says, "1 do believe
that one has to intervene," though the
method of intervention must be de¬
cided on a case-by-case basis. He ex¬
plains that professors must take the
responsibility of interrupting both rac¬
ism and homophobia "because they
make the classroom unsafe for some
students." He asks, "How can [stu¬
dents] learn in an environment where
[they] feel threatened?"
Since most of her classes focus on
multi-ethnic material, Eames finds she
is constantly struggling with the
threat of "reinscription," explaining
this phenomenon as the possibility
that mere acknowledgment of the ex¬
istence of stereotypes will reinscribe
or reinforce racism in people's minds.
She worries that sometimes these bi¬
ases persist despite her educational
refutation of them. She has con¬
cluded, however, that she must restate
stereotypes in order to break them
down. Acutely aware that the images
or films which she utilizes [to depict
these stereotypes] inflict pain upon a
minority of the class, Eames explains
that she has chosen to present this in¬
jurious material in hopeful pursuit of
dispelling racist notions as a result.
Rand explains that she and others
are working to address this issue
within the context of the Teaching De¬
velopment Committee, or TDC. As

been instrumental in designing a se¬
ries of workshops entitled "Racism in
the Classroom," which will take place
during the second half of this semes¬
ter. These workshops will include an
opportunities to increase faculty
awareness of this issue, via listening to
anonymous student testimonials read
by Melanie Ghosh, Coordinator of
Multicultural Affairs. Secondly, dis¬
cussion on the transformation of syl¬
labi and curriculums will be held.
Lastly, an exploration of interpersonal
issues within the classroom will be
conducted. This last segment will en¬
compass faculty's own expectations
and biases as well as methods of fac¬
ulty intervention of student racism.
Rand encourages students who
wish to contribute stories of their own
struggles with racism in the classroom
directly to Ghosh, or to herself. Rand
assures students that the stories will
be transformed in such a way that oc¬
currences would remain unchanged
while individuals' identities would be
protected through anonymity to en¬
sure that they will not be stigmatized
in any way. Explaining that student
input will be an integral aspect of the
workshops, Rand says, "We need to
hear from students what they perceive
as racist."
These workshops will comprise
the first step in addressing an issue
which transforms the classroom into
an area of danger and discomfort for
certain, if not all, students. This atmo¬
sphere, certainly one which is not con¬
ducive to learning, must be dispelled
through the joint efforts of both teach¬
ers and students of all colors to open
their minds and understand each
other.

New students matriculate and join the Bates “family”
Continued from Page 1, Column 4
advantages for those students who
might want to use the fall to work or
travel and have some experiences that
they could not have possibly had in
high school — to do something, in a
sense, non-traditional, and then ma¬
triculate in January.
"One of the things that's interest¬
ing about the [size of the] January
group is that it fluctuates from year to
year depending on the enrollment of
the college," continued Mitchell. "We
use the opportunity to admit students
in January to balance the college's en¬
rollment in the second semester, since
there are always more students who
go abroad during the winter term."
Mitchell
touted
that
this
semester's entering students were
provided with a very thorough orien¬
tation, and that they seemed pleased
and welcome with it. According to
Mitchell, many new Batesies com¬
mented on how impressed they were
with the college itself and the open¬
ness and friendliness of new and re¬
turning students.
Meghan Gullette '98 was accepted
for January admission, and while she
accepted this offer, she also opted to
attend the University of Maryland for
the fall semester. She commented that
she accepted the offer of January ad¬
mission because "Bates was my first
choice school. Although I was reluc¬

tant to make such a tough adjustment,
I knew that Bates was the place where
I would be happy, secure and receive
a top education." Gullette elaborated
that despite the fact that everyone had
already made friends, it would not be
difficult to fit in socially on such a
reputably friendly campus.
"Many of us have experienced
and participated in diverse activities
the first semester, so we all have a
great deal of adjusting to do,"she con¬
tinued. "After spending a semester at
a large university, where participating
in extracurricular activities is ex¬
tremely difficult, being able to come to
Bates and immediately join activities,
such as the choir and the staff of 'The
Garnet,' was a refreshing change for
me. It made me feel like a part of the
Bates community from the start.
"It's really nice to have personal
attention when I need it, and it's nice
to feel like what I say in class makes a
difference. The small-scale learning
environment is one of the reasons why
I chose to come to Bates. My dorm has
been really welcoming and accepting
and has made me feel like part of the
'family'. I feel like it helped to have a
roommate who's already been
through a semester here to help in¬
volve me socially and show me the
ropes. It's all helped me adjust and
feel more integrated."
Caitlin Sweeney '98 took courses
at Boston College first semester and
arrived at Bates for the start of the

winter semester. "It's been a lot easier
to adjust than I thought it would be.
One good thing that helped was that I
went on a [pre-orientation] JANSOP
snowshoeing trip [similar in purpose
to fall's AESOP] with nine other
people. And that helped, knowing
that when I got here for the first week
I would already know people here.
One thing that I felt wasn't good about
this whole [Jan frosh] system, though,
is that since I decided in the spring
that I was coming in January, I barely
ever heard from the school again. 1
never got my roommate assignment
or anything; I had to call to get it, even
when they [the people in the housing
department] had said that they would
give it to us [Jan frosh] at the end of
December. No one kept in touch with
us, so I felt like they had kind of for¬
gotten that we were coming."
Fellow travelers and current
roommates Molly Baldwin '98 and
Katie Lipp '98 found that adjusting to
campus life was a transition more eas¬
ily accomplished as a result of their
participation in Bates' Fall Semester
Abroad Program in Japan. It gave
them an opportunity to meet other
Bates students and prepare vicari¬
ously for life at Bates.
"Although I didn't really want to
miss my first semester [on campus], I
figured that it [going to Japan] was a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity," Lipp
gushed. In terms of academics and
living environments, she elaborated,

"There's been a lot of work and it's
more than I had in high school and
first semester, but it's not more than I
expected. Living in a dorm environ¬
ment is completely different [from her
regular home and her homestay in Ja¬
pan], since I have to try to balance
friends and work."
"I like knowing the names of most
of the people that I see, and even if I
don't know their names I still recog¬
nize a lot of people," said Baldwin
about the smallness of Bates. "No¬
body has ever said, 'You're a new¬
comer,' and I was really surprised be¬
cause most people are really open and
friendly — they haven't already made
all of their friends and decided that
they aren't going to speak to any Jan
frosh. Although I do get a lot of, 'Oh,
you're a Jan frosh, so let me tell you
how things are. . .' People expect us
not to know things just because we've
only been here for two and a half
weeks. I personally have a problem
with that, because to me, that's kind of
a form of condescension. Other
people might not take it that way. But
nobody really singles me out because
I'm a Jan frosh."
Overall, this year's group of
January freshmen has had positive ex¬
periences. By starting in the new se¬
mester at Bates, without a lot of exten¬
sive time to orient themselves, new
students gain experience and knowl¬
edge of the campus by simply going
through the motions of everyday life.

A place to chew the fat: Is that what we're missing?

,

Dictated by rules and circumstance Professor-student relations at Bates leave something to be desired
By Amy Bourne and Evan Halper
editors
Students at Bates do not sit around discussing
Kierkegaard at crowded cafe tables over coffee,
beer and cigarettes with their philosophy profes¬
sors. Maybe most students at Bates don't discuss
Kierkegaard period; I myself, not having strayed
across the disciplines enough to touch on nine¬
teenth century philosophical movements, can't ex¬
pound on Kierkegaard beyond asking if he was
Scandinavian or German. But maybe if I knew 1
had the opportunity to wax philosophical at the
local pub with my friends and their prof, I would
read Kierkegaard on my own so as to make the
evening less boring. Is it my nature to be clueless
on philosophy, or is it the environment that I am in
that has shaped me to be so? Are professors at
Bates unwilling to interact with students socially
to that extent, or are students the ones not pulling
their end of the load? Are the social norms at Bates
unique and sufficient in their own right? Hanging
out with professors outside of class doesn't seem
to happen much at Bates, but neither are profes¬
sors merely dots at the front of lecture halls the
size of Texas.
■ Profe ssors give serious thought to their rela¬
tionships with students
When asked about faculty-student relations at
Bates, most professors have a lot to say, but the
things they are saying are widely varied. I discov¬
ered that their responses hinge more on gender,
age and tenure status than I originally had
thought. Whether or not professors spend a great
fraction of the day pondering the nature of their
extracurricular interactions with students, they
sure made it seem that way, which I guess is what
they are best at.
Marcus Bruce, Professor of Religion, first re¬
acted to my question about relations between pro¬
fessors and students at Bates by asserting that he
does not want to overreach his duty as a teacher
and invade students' deserved privacy. "I truly
believe it important to respect the propriety and
privacy of students." Bruce found the distinction
important between responding to a student:/ de¬
sire to extend the relationship into more personal
realms and actually initiating such a stretch him¬
self. "I want [students] to feel comfortable," he
said.
Bruce strongly stated that he is not disap¬
pointed with the effort put forth on the part of stu¬
dents at Bates to take advantage of the learning
environment in which we live or to respond to in¬
tellectual stimulation. When asked whether or not
his students approach him with issues that are
important to them, Bruce responded: "Some stu¬
dents haven't really talked about those issues un¬
til they've left." He explained that many students
needed time to digest the material that they had
learned at Bates, and that graduates had often
called him a year or two after leaving to say that
they had been thinking about one of his courses or
to talk about ways in which they were trying to
apply issues he had presented to them. "Some¬
times relationships just extend beyond the Col¬
lege," he said.
"Students [at Bates] express [intellectual inter¬
ests] in different ways," Bruce said. He seemed
glad that students here don't feel pressure to dis¬
play contrived intellectualism. Bruce admitted
that students don't approach him saying, "Hey, I
was thinking about Nietzsche's will to power this
weekend," but this doesn't mean that they suffer
from a lack of intellectual motivation. He noted
that after a recent class he taught on "The Sub¬
lime," focusing on an HIV positive gay black
dancer, the many issues of race, sex and sexual ori¬
entation raised spilled over into subsequent con-

versations with the students around campus. While
students may not be "fashionable or current about
the latest fads of thought" at Bates, commented
Bruce, they have the qualities that are important in
potentially great thinkers: "[Bates students have]
openness and responsiveness—which are a big part
of intellectual life for me."
Professor Laurie Teal, Assistant Professor in the
English Department, had a slightly more critical out¬

look on faculty-student relations here. "It is very
possible at Bates to teach and advise and have no
other contact with students," Teal commented
frankly, commencing our discussion. Teal assured
me that she herself has remedied this problem to her
own satisfaction. She often holds end-of-the-semester parties for her classes and she and her students
frequently have lunch. However, Teal noted, even
the English Department at Bates lacks inter-departmental interaction.
"I'm not blaming [this lack of interaction] on
anyone," Teal stated. Teal named the organization
of space as a primary factor in the determination of
faculty-student, and faculty-faculty, relations. "One
of the barriers at Bates is spacial—there's no space
where we [professors and students] see each other."
Teal pointed out that there is no real space in which
the English Department exists, as Bates does not
employ secretarial services and set up lobbies for
each department, so instead they are more like ab¬
stract notions.
■ If only we could talk over chocolate croissants
Teal also lamented the fact that there are few lo¬
cal cafes within walking distance in which profes¬
sors and students can congregate more socially, or
even hold their thesis advisory meetings in a more
comfortable setting than a basement office in Libbey
Forum. "I can't believe that not a single hangout has
sprung up across the street," said Teal. Speaking of
the institution where she did her graduate work,
Teal commented, "Brown is surrounded by cafe cul¬
ture—there are at least six cafes within walking dis¬
tance of the campus." Teal did not neglect to men¬
tion the Den, but respectfully concluded that it
leaves something to be desired. "The Den doesn't
have pastries," Teal said, showing all the signs of
genuine frustration. "How can you interact with stu¬
dents without pastries?"
Possibly the most important issue affecting fac¬
ulty-student relations, said Teal, is the sexual harass¬
ment issue coming to light more and more on college

campuses today. While respecting this as a very serious concern for both professors and students in
their interaction, Teal does feel that sexual harass¬
ment awareness inevitably stifles faculty-student
interactions. "Students are taught [in Orientation]
how they can be victimized but they are not taught
how to interact with faculty members." Laurie
Teal recalled that when she was an undergraduate,
her philosophy professor held not office hours but
"happy hours" at a local bar, and students went to
meet him and talked philosophy. When asked
what Bates students are missing by not experienc¬
ing situations such as this one, Teal responded,
"[They are missing] a whole category of informal
intellectual discussion that just doesn't happen
here."
The phenomenon of impersonal relations be¬
tween faculty and their students is not exclusive to
Bates. There are very few institutions of higher
learning where professors and students interact
regularly to discuss issues other than what is hap¬
pening in the classroom. Many in academia, such
as Bates' President Donald Harward, believe that
the universal evolution that colleges and universi¬
ties have undergone has created an environment
no longer conducive to the type of close personal
student/faculty relationships which existed in the
past, particularly at small liberal arts colleges.
■ Professors conform to"publish or perish" plan
According
to
Harward,
the
"professionalization of the professorate" is a major
variable of academic evolution contributing to the
changed role of the faculty in relation to students'
lives. Others simply refer to it as "publish or per¬
ish." That is, professional expectations that institu¬
tions place on their faculty become more demand¬
ing annually. In the late 60's and early 70's, the
scholarly research dimension of academia, which
was not a defining factor of faculty performance in
the past, has become a major defining factor, says
Harward. As many faculty members began to
withdraw from their role as peer/mentor outside
of the classroom, a new professional group of
people moved in to take their place. These people
arrived on campuses in the form of deans and other
social service providers such as Bates' Coordinator
of Student Activities. As they became part of the
fabric of higher education, asserts Harward, a dis¬
tance began to grow between faculty and their stu¬
dents outside of the classroom.
Increased professional responsibilities and the
influx of "service providers" left faculty wondering
what exactly their role was on the college campus.
It is conceivable that faculty may have felt a reluc¬
tance to get involved in students' lives when there
were suddenly trained professionals—like the
"Dean of Students"—on campus to accommodate
the needs of students. What was lost in this transi¬
tion, of course, was the human element of sharing
between students and faculty that shapes the ideal
academic experience. In the past, students were
able to feel an affinity with their professors and vice
versa as a result of the shared quest for knowledge
and understanding on every level of college life.
President Harward believes that faculty are not
less involved in the lives of students; rather, they
simply play a different role. He cites examples of
faculty members meeting students on Sunday af¬
ternoons to discuss an academic paper, or encour¬
aging students to call them at home with any ques¬
tions they may come across while doing research.
"They're no longer parents and psychological
counselors," says Harward. However, students
looking to expand their intellectual experience out¬
side the classroom don't buy this argument. Even
Harward concedes that something may have been
lost, as he comments that the evolution of academia
in regard to student/faculty interaction has been
"long and agonizing" for small liberal arts colleges
such as Bates.
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I write for The Bates Student because...
Some dining, divinity and daunting questions in Ben Mays
about Judaism by examining the no¬
tion that religion stems directly from
Staff Writer
a person's parents. "Now at the age
of twenty, I am beginning to see my
life independent from my family. I
I hate mingling. During the evolu¬
can no longer answer any question,
tion of so-called polite society, some¬
'My parents made me do it' or "My
one decided that the proper beginning
parents say I have to.' So now it is
to any cultured gathering is "the
time for me to answer the question
mingle." This person is currently
and finish the phrase, not only for
Satan's septic tank repair man, I assure
this speech but also for myself."
you. Because I knew the interfaith din¬
She states, "First and foremost,
ner would be preceded by the dreaded
Jews
believe in God," but points out
mingle, I arrived late. The concept of
that
even
the devoted can sometimes
an interfaith dinner itself is a bit
wonder
about
their faith. "Although
strange: trying to keep a smile through
I
say
we,
sometimes
I wonder if I do
discussions about which holy wars
believe
in
God
or
not
and I wonder if
were started by whom, where and
it
is
possible
to
be
Jewish
when you
why. All this over salad with dill
do
not
know
for
sure
if
you
believe in
dressing.
God."
She
continues
with
a
message
Upon entering, I was greeted by
of universal significance, "Perhaps I
the receptionist, name-tagged, and sent
try to think too hard about God and
into the fray. With upwards of forty
people attending, I crossed my fingers Representatives from sll faiths fight over silverware. Barney Beal photo. do not let myself feel belief."
Fleischmann describes Judaism as a
and searched for a familiar face. I
religion that "centers around the family," has a
tant background, converted to Unitarianism soon
blended well into the "we-don't-mingle" crowd;
commitment to education and philanthropy. 'The
after marriage. "The denomination fit their liberal
after quickly forming a air-tight circle we began
traditions and morals and hopes of the Jewish
ideals, their need for fellowship, and provided a
poking fun at each other's religion. A particular
people are my traditions, morals and hopes and
broad religious education for my sister and me."
discussion still rings clear, and the friend I had it
that above all else is why I am Jewish."
Belcher credits her church with teaching her many
with is now reading with dread. As a member of
Faham Rashid '97, the only representative of a
lessons: from morality and the Bible to freedom
Bates Christian Fellowship, he insisted that Christ
religion outside the Judeo-Christian tradition,
and sexuality. She did so through many of the
is the Savior. I, compelled by the Torah and 8
wonders aloud about being a Muslim and the gen¬
church's activities; from hearing sermons and hunt¬
years of Hebrew school (three times a week), felt
eral search for a faith: "Why don't I have the peace
ing for Easter eggs to making picture collages and
obliged to contest that declaration. Knowing that
of mind that I had when I was eight?"
pressing cider.
a debate would be futile, my friend sought a way
From this question, Rashid looks later in life
"Unitarian-Universalist is for me a matter of
out. "I'll wrestle you for it," he says. I declined.
and turns inward. "I found a lot of hope and en¬
strong faith, one which is strengthened by its abil¬
Having failed at Bowling for Bucks, I didn't think
thusiasm inside of me that needed a vessel. That
ity to stretch and encompass the teachings of oth¬
I would be any good at Wrestling for Christ.
vessel is religion." And in turning to religion,
ers." And while the skeptics criticize UnitarianRemembering that I was here to report, I be¬
Rashid, who considers himself a liberal Muslim,
gan to check out the other corners of The Mays
Universalism, Belcher gives a lesson in tolerance.
has made sure that "religion is not binding me.
Center (the Silo for those who don't know). Af¬
"At the center of all belief I have learned there is a
I've not stayed so narrow." Rashid admits that he
fixed on each of the brick pillars that encircled the
leap of faith. It is a leap you take simply because
would date people from other faiths, but this is not
main floor were numerous posters that asked
you know, without a rational explanation, or evi¬
well-received by his family or fellow
questions and garnered written responses. For
dence in the courtroom sense of the word, that
Bangladeshies. "My mom has, very rudely I
example, "Why are you a_?" One response
something is true."
might add, told me to stay on my own path."
read, "Unitarian-Universalist - because I don't
Heather Josselyn '95 began her speech with the
Rashid then looks to Bangladesh, his country
have to leave my mind, my heart, or my feminism
emphatic statement: "I am a Christian because I be¬
of origin. "There is an over-dependence on the
at the door when I come to worship." Other ques¬
lieve it is true." Then she adds, "It is that simple for
Koran." He cites fundamentalists, who consider
tions were, "What's wrong with the world?" and
me. It satisfies my soul. . .1 have a home at the
him "an anomaly," but also points to them as a
"What would be good for religion at Bates?" But
Methodist Church that I wouldn't replace for any¬
source of fear. He hopes people will begin to
not everyone was taking an entirely serious ap¬
thing else in the world." She finds solace in know¬
broaden
their minds through experience, as he has
proach to the posters. To the question, "Why is it
ing how the songs will be played, how the cer¬
tried.
"We're
the second biggest Muslim nation in
emony will proceed, and in simply knowing her
hard to be a_,?" an answer stated, "Because.
the
world,"
he
reports, "and the second poorest
.. I take that back, it's not hard to be a Jew. It's only
religion and church so well, that she feels perfectly
nation
in
the
world."
hard if you complain all the time. And, if you com¬
comfortable worshiping. Says Josselyn, "You don't
"A hopeful, forgiving people who see the
plain all the time, it's equally hard for anyone who
have to wonder what is going on."
world as God's beautiful creation" is how Aileen
can hear you." To "What do you hope for?"
"1 believe Christ is the Savior," Josselyn repeats.
Novick '97 characterizes members of her faith.
people responded, "Justice and mercy," "Growth,
She expresses her reasons for belief that ring simi¬
"Catholicism is a religion steeped with beautiful
wisdom, understanding," and "Winning the Trilar to Brook Belcher's: "I believe it is true. For me,
ceremony and tradition," says Novick. She goes
the Methodist faith is the best way to follow what I
State Megabucks." Lastly, "What is good in the
on to describe a supportive and instructive clergy
world?" was posted on the far wall. Towards the
believe is true."
that has had a heavy influence on her life. "Lay
bottom of the paper was written, "Life".
Emily Hiatt '95 expressed her sentiments about
people are also an integral and important part of
The mingling session was called to a close as
her faith through an anecdote. Hiatt recounts a time
church life. You really feel as if you're part of a
grace was recited by different religious sects. The
when her parents and Christian Science helped her
community." Novick defines the word "Catholic"
crowd took their seats, faced with a spread that
with schoolwork and a fear of taking exams. 'They
to further prove her point. "It means universal in
was a delight for the typical Commons-goer. Even
reminded me that God is not limited by anything,
extent; involving all; of interest to all."
for those who were not impressed by the food,
which means that he has an infinite amount of intel¬
And as people change, so does the religion.
there is something to be said about cloth napkins
ligence. Because I express God and all of his quali¬
"You don't have to agree with every tenant to live
and having four forks to chose from.
ties, I have no reason to be limited either." She con¬
in the U.S." Novick brings up the example of altar
During dessert, the audience listened to six
tinues, "If I have no limitations, I have no need to be
girls which have only been allowed recently. "It is
fearful." Hiatt concludes her speech, "It is this ex¬
speakers from different religious backgrounds ad¬
progression. Changes can come from within and
dressing, "Why I am a_?"
perience and many others that make me very grate¬
from the people."
ful to be a Christian Scientist. Of course the real rea¬
Brooke Belcher '95 kicked off the discourse
with thoughts on the sources of her affiliation with
son is that I save a lot of money not paying medical
Skipping the interfaith dinner in favor of the
Unitarian-Universalism. "In starting to think
bills."
Super Bowl was the devoutly religious Jeremy
"The purpose of being a Christian Scientist is to
about the dinner, I realized I was trying to find rea¬
Breningstall '97. After much reflection on "Why I
sons for my faith which would prove that my reli¬
learn more about God and how we may express
am a_," Breningstall replied, "Because my
Him better," says Hiatt. "Christian Science is a
gion is more than a matter of my upbringing." She
parents would kick my ass if I wasn't."
radical way of looking at life, which I find both use¬
continues, "However, in trying to find my inde¬
ful and liberating. I use Christian Science in every
pendent reasons for choosing Unitarian-Univer¬
aspect of my life - be it physical, mental, emotional,
salism, I keep coming back to the mots of my fam¬
or social."
ily, my childhood, and my church." Her parents,
Rachel Fleischmann '96 begins her speech
originally of a mixed Christian Scientist/ProtesBy Jeremy Villano
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The Great Divide:
(to you won't find in the course catalogue
ages fall.
Those whose aid offers meet immediate needs
must deal with other issues. Work study require¬
"Classism, the belief in the inherent superior¬
ments, limited meal-plan options and the cost of
ity of one class over all others and thereby the
books diminish the economic options available to
right to dominance." So claims Audre Lorde in
many students. Restrictions concerning having a car
"Age, Race, Class and Sex: Women Redefining
on campus and the cost of traveling between school
Difference," but where does such a belief stem
and home are just two more concerns that face those
from, and how does it manifest itself, both gener¬
who depend on financial aid but are nonetheless
ally and here at Bates? Pertinent attitudes find
"equal." Failure to recognize these differences that
their foundations early in this country's history,
do exist on this campus precludes the possibility of
with the protestant work ethic, and the belief that
engaging and understanding
"god helps those who help
them in order to create a genuine
themselves." In our capitalequality that is not simply a ho¬
oriented economy this be¬
mogenized facade.
comes
the
"american
Unexamined
Student life and student image
dream":
through hard
are
other areas in which the
work and determination
principles, especially
unexamined
myth of equality
anyone can make it to the
false
ones,
are
little
rears its head. We often accuse
top. The notion that this is
ourselves
of having a monocul¬
the "land of opportunity" is
but psychological
ture which centers around drink,
not simply a foreign one,
time bombs waiting
but as long as everyone partici¬
but is held near and dear to
pates equally, we may think,
many a red, white and blueto go off.
there is no harm. Drinking repre¬
blooded american heart.
sents one of several behavioral
Lorde suggests that
norms that students tend to
members of profit-based
gravitate toward. An entire generation has been
economies such as ours come to loathe and fear
characterized, in fact, as plaid shirt-blue jeans-basedifference, responding to it in one of three ways:
ball cap-wearing-Gen-Xers—and this grunge scene
does not lack for representation here at Bates. As
ignore it, and if that is not possible, copy it if
we think it is dominant, or destroy it if.we
Lorde suggests, we find ourselves both ignoring dif¬
think it is subordinate.
ference, and seeking to gloss it over by emulating the
behavior of those around us — our "peers." What
Recognition of difference is also a recognition of
we must remember is that equality does not depend
hierarchy, domination/subordination, guilt and
upon sameness, but is better constituted by ac¬
inferiority. We can see the truth of this at Bates
in terms of the inability, or at the very least, the
reluctance, of our community to address issues of
class and the difficulty faced when addressing
other instances of discrimination, other "isms."
Indeed, classism might be termed an invis¬
ible "ism" here at Bates, but in fact, it begins with
the admissions process and only deepens as we
approach the issue of financial aid. The cost of a
Bates education is itself a deterrent to admissions
in at least two ways. Many potential students or
their families who are less economically en¬
dowed may not even consider the possibility of
attending Bates, despite "need-blind" admis¬
sions. First-generation college students, who do
not have the "advantage" of a college educated
parent(s)—which admittedly carries no guaran¬
tee of social success—may also be intimidated.
The policies regarding legacy admissions—pref¬
erence to those whose parent(s) attended Bates—
further disadvantage first-generation students as
well as, perhaps, those from "lower" economic
brackets.
The very notion of "need-blind" admissions
is itself very disarming and disabling in terms of
opening a discussion of classism. In an attempt
to provide universal access, this measure may do
more harm than good. Such a notion inculcates
a false sense of security, leading us to believe that
we have equality here, as well as equal access
and equal opportunity to excel as students free
from outside burdens. Were this the case than
we could put classism behind us—but this is not
the case. Financial aid cannot meet the needs of
all students, no matter how valiantly it might try.
There remain a number of people who must ulti¬
mately withdraw because of an inability to meet
cost requirements even after a financial aid pack¬
age has been offered. Still others may have to
withdraw in later years as costs rise and aid pack¬
BY GRANT BIALEK

knowledging and understanding the many dif¬
ferences that constitute us.
Interactions among faculty, staff and stu¬
dents provides a entirely new area for analysis.
"Staff" tends to be the most often forgotten or
ignored, left at the bottom of some well where
they work perpetually to keep the school intact
— be it in terms of maintenance or develop¬
ment. Even within the staff category we find di¬
vision between administrative and maintenance
support. While it is true that many students and
faculty do know staff members, we still may not
know what makes us "equal." In fact, if we fall
back upon the notions that comprise the
american dream, then we are lead to believe that
we are not equal —that effort, ambition and
ability separate us from those who sweep floors
and answer phones.
We must ask ourselves how Bates prepares
us to deal with class difference; and the answer
is, at this point at least, poorly. What we see
coming out the other end of the Bates institution
may in fact be just another crop of corporate elit¬
ists with homogenized notions of equality that
are, in reality, weak superficialities undermin¬
ing true notions of equality and difference.
Unexamined principles, especially false ones,
are little but psychological time bombs waiting
to go off. When they do, our Bates’ (as well as
other small, private, and yes, elite liberal arts
colleges) forged "classes" may be damaged be¬
yond repair. We must be wary and know what
it means to graduate as a "class" from Bates. It
is not as simple as '98, '97, '96 or '95 would sug¬
gest.
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Bates, in the general scheme of things, has an aesthetically pleasing cam¬
pus. Students and faculty go to great lengths to add personal touches to cam¬
pus buildings and housing. Our maintenance staff works incredibly hard to
keep intact the pristine nature of Bates’ physical plant. Regardless of what one
may think of this school, the Bates Bubble has a pretty attractive interior...
most of the time. But, come Saturday or Sunday morning, the whole nature of
Bates changes. Vomit, empty beer cans and vandalized furniture permeate al¬
most every campus residence and social space. Loud retching noises echo
through many campus bathrooms. In the course of a few hours, Bates trans¬
forms from an idealistic academic environment into the fourth layer of Hell, a
medieval slum for us to wallow in our own misery.
However, this transformation need not occur. Bates need not have a Jeckyl
and Hyde personality, where during the week students strive for excellence
and then “vent” destructively on weekends. We, at the "Student," ask for the
following: If you drink this or any weekend, show respect. Respect yourself.
Your body has finite limits. As we wrote last week, alcohol, consumed in mod¬
eration can be a pleasant drug that can heighten social enjoyment. When en¬
gulfed by the gallon, alcoholic beverages become destructive poisons that
shred our delicate immune systems. Unfortunately, Bates has a sad legacy of
sending students yearly to the emergency room for alcohol poisoning. Each
successive year yields greater numbers than the year before.
Respect your peers. Not everyone in your dorm or house needs the visual
and odiferous reminders of your “rockin' night.” If you wish to destroy your¬
self and drink your body to the brink of physical peril, at least have the cour¬
tesy not to create an environment - through vandalism, violence and other
destruction - that affects others. The night of the Wilson House Winter For¬
mal, three campus bathrooms were destroyed. This type of occurrence has be¬
come far too common on campus, and we’re all sick of it. Assume responsibil¬
ity for your own actions and ask others to assume responsibility for theirs.
And, most importantly, respect this college. We are all here at Bates for
one reason: to pursue an education. We would not like to moralize on the in¬
compatibility of excessive drinking with learning. That is a conclusion each
student must reach independently. Please realize that individual and group
acts of drunken recklessness do affect the educational character of Bates.
Money used to repair vandalized property surely could have better applica¬
tions. And a hung-over, drink-happy student population does not speak vol¬
umes about what form of prestige we merit.
Have a safe and happy Triad, and remember to respect those around you.
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Letters to the Editor

Thanks for the blood
To the editor:
The Blood Drive Committee and
Volunteer Office would like to thank
the Bates community for their contin¬
ued support of the American Red
Cross Blood Drives.
On January 24, 1995, we were
overwhelmed by the response of the
students, staff and faculty to the criti¬
cal blood supply shortage in the state
of Maine. Our goal for that drive was
125 pints. Yet we collected 145 pints
of blood, which far exceeded the goal!
This was the most successful blood
drive since the spring of!993.

The Bates Student is published weekly by the students of Bates College when the college is in ses¬
sion. All Letters to the Editor must be received by 4:00 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to publica¬
tion. The newspaper will print only signed letters. Letters should be submitted laser printed,
single spaced, or saved on a 3.5" computer disk in Macintosh WordPerfect format. The Bates Stu¬
dent reserves the right not to print letters and to edit letters for length and clarity. Letters may be
delivered in person to Room 224, Chase Hall. Address all correspondence to The Bates Student, 309
Bates College, Lewiston, ME 04240, or telephone (207)795-7494. Subscription rates are $18 for two
semesters and $10 for one semester. Checks shoud be made payable to The Bates Student.

Thank you once again,
The Volunteer Office and Blood Drive
Committee

President Holley's Inaugural Address
To the Bates community:

Advertising Manager
News Staff: Basil Kolani, Ingrid Larson, Paul Riley, Tina Shannon, Quoc Tran,
Marcie Vaughn, Michelle Wong
Features Staff: Berit Eichner, Amy Geller, Evan Halper, Robert Kaplan, Jer¬
emy Villano
Forum Staff: Grant Bialek, Grace Eng, Sarah Gunn, Robert Kaplan, Sarah
Standiford, Jeremy Villano, Alexander Zimmerman
Arts Staff: Grace Chen, Krista Crabtree, Christian Gullette, Robert
Kaplan,Andy Knowlton, Eric McIntosh, Outrage!, Jeremy Pelofsky, Chris
Tine, Josh Vallee, Wyatt Wartels, Duncan White, Jon Wyman
Sports Staff: Margaux D’Auteuil, Tom Falby, Adam Gammerman, Rebecca
Grossberg, Lynn Maziarz, Mike Shonkoff, Becky Steer
Artistic Engineer Jay Rasku
Photography Staff: Alex Hahn

Bates has been nominated by the
American Red Cross of New England
as the outstanding college blood drive
sponsor in the state of Maine for the
years 1993-94 and 1994-95. On May
18, 1995, representatives from the
blood drive committee will accept the
award for this accomplishment on be¬
half of Bates College.

Mention the words "Representa¬
tive Assembly" to any faculty member
or student at Bates and you're bound
to get a funny look. Either people
don't know what the RA is, or they
don't think it does anything. Students
and faculty just don't give the RA
enough respect. Well, that's about to
change.
The Representative Assembly is
the student government at Bates. Its
purpose is to give the students a voice
in the administration of their college.
Its other important function is the ap¬
propriation of money to all the vari¬
ous student organizations, some
$180,000 altogether. In the past, the
RA was a powerful and respectable
organization. But the RA began to
lose ground over the years and also

lost some of its support. Since then,
the RA has been down on its luck.
Now, our luck is about to change.
My name is Richard Holley. I've
been in the RA since I've been at Bates.
I serve on several student/faculty
committees and I was just recently the
parliamentarian of the RA. Back in
my home state of Rhode Island, I
helped lead a statewide model legisla¬
ture (and a few model UNs), and I was
class president for my last two years
of high school.
On January 30,1 was elected presi¬
dent of the RA. My main goal as
president is RA reform, making the
RA into the powerful and respectable
institution it once was. To do this, I
have a three point plan.
The first point is the reformation
Continued on Page 11, Column 1
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To the Editor:
The significance of last Friday,
January 27, seems to have passed, un¬
acknowledged by the entire Bates Col¬
lege community. As far as we know,
the day was overlooked by both ’The
Bates Student" and the "Lewiston-Sun
Journal." Last Friday, you see, was
recognized by many as marking the
50th anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz, the Nazi slaughterhouse
that accounted for the loss of 1.6-2 mil¬
lion lives during World War II. We do
not claim that the day went unnoticed
by everyone, certainly not by main¬
stream publications; however, we
have a difficult time understanding
why this day was ignored at Bates.
Why was such a significant historical
date unrecognized by a progressive,
highly competitive institution? This,
in light of present war and ethnic
strife worldwide, is not an occasion
which may be acceptably overlooked.
It is easier to ignore the horrific
truths associated with this Holocaust
than to understand and learn from
them. We must be aware of our capa¬
bilities in such a highly mechanical
age, and of the technological philoso¬
phies which stem from the Nazi in¬
dustrialization of death. This focus on
efficiency has created a greater separa¬

tion from humanity in the twentieth
century. (Recall the "game-boy" im¬
ages of the air strikes on Iraq.) The re¬
cent right-wing push concerning the
status of immigrants in the U.S. seems
analogous with the ideas of inferiority
and second-class citizenship which
gained popularity in the 1930s (Ger¬
many). This sanitation of culture cre¬
ates the dichotomy needed for an in¬
tolerance of difference.
There is a tendency at Bates to
overlook those days of importance for
underrepresented people. The failure
of the college to recognize this occa¬
sion promotes participation in the
cleansing of history through silence.
As the numbers of Holocaust survi¬
vors decline, it is intolerable to accept
this oblivious denial.
Speaking from her Sarajevo apart¬
ment, a seventy-year old Auschwitz
survivor says, "It is a kind of stupid¬
ity, a kind of insincerity, to mark such
anniversaries now. They celebrate 50
years after the liberation of Auschwitz
and they have made a tragic comedy
out of it." (The Washington Post, Sun¬
day, January 29,1995, page A27.)
Ahmad Azadi '95
Kevin Rodriguez '95

Continued from Page 10
of the RA election process, to get more
dedicated people involved. In addi¬
tion, I would like to reform the house
councils (i.e., dorm president) so as to
make them more effective and benefi¬
cial to the people they serve.
My second point is internal RA
reforms. I plan to professionalize the
RA and its executive board. I plan to
establish order where there is confu¬
sion, and put the RA back on track.
My third point is to bring prestige
back to the RA. As you are probably
well aware, there is a good deal of stu¬
dent apathy at Bates toward student
government. Students are reluctant to
apply for student/faculty committees
and usually stay away from college
politics. But through my two points
mentioned above, the RA will take an
aggressive role in student life at Bates.
Once we earn our respect, we'll be in
a position to make a difference at
Bates - for the students' life, liberty,
and pursuit of graduation.
This is where you come in. The
RA needs the support of the student
body. If you want to help your college
and yourselves, I encourage you to

run for a seat on the RA. Even if you
are not elected, you can still attend the
meetings. From time to time we will
have guest speakers, including deans
and administration officials. We in¬
vite you to come and participate in
our discussions - (we will publicize
the topic on our RA board in Chase)
these are issues that affect you directly
and the RA is the place for your voice
to be heard.
My job won't be easy, so I'm ask¬
ing you for your support. If you'd like
to apply for treasurer, parliamentar¬
ian, or secretary, pick up a form on the
RA door (Chase 208). Run for a seat
on the RA. Get involved!
Along with the new vice presi¬
dent Paul Howard, I hope to make a
difference in the RA and at Bates. It is
time for Bates to take its rightful posi¬
tion among the top ten liberal arts col¬
leges in the nation. Together, we can
help make this dream a reality.
Richard Holley ’97
President,
Representative Assembly

Quote of the week:
”We are students of words; we are shut up in schools, and colleges,
and recitation-rooms, for ten or fifteen years, and come out at last with a
bag of wind, a memory of words, and do not know a thing,”
* Ralph Waldo Emerson

In April of last year, after discus¬
sions with the Environmental Issues
Committee and the Environmental
Coalition and with guidance from
Russell Libby and Bill Seekins, Maine
Department of Agriculture, Richard
Verville, University of Maine Coop¬
erative Extension and Geoffrey Hill,
Maine Waste Management Agency,
we here in the Commons began a
Food Waste Composting Program.
The plan was to divert as much of
our pre-consumer food waste from
the Lewiston landfill to the Wayne
Ricker Farm in Lisbon, Maine to be
turned into usable soil conditioner. As
of today, Jack Goodwin, the Bates em¬
ployee who coordinates the program,
and Benjamin Treat, the student assis¬
tant, report that we have sent 53,000+
pounds to the farm. We are all very
pleased and proud of our contribution
to the Earth.
Now, we are entering into what
we consider "Phase Two." Up until
this point only pure vegetable and
fruit matter were sent to be
composted. The recent switch to a
natural, unbleached paper napkin has
made it possible to include these nap¬
kins in compost as well. You have al¬
ready noticed the bags next to the dish
belt in the Commons. This is where
everyone can help make a difference
by putting all the paper napkins in the
clear plastic bags. Any other material
added to this bag will contaminate
our compost, and therefore the whole

bag becomes waste again. Everyone's
cooperation is needed.
"Phase Three," hopefully our next
step, will be to involve some other
area colleges such as Bowdoin or
Colby. This increase in product could
enable Mr. Ricker to purchase a "Tub
Grinder," a piece of equipment that
would make it possible to add card¬
board, paper plates and other items of
the like to the program. This would
divert an incalculable amount more
from the landfill.
Our composting program has al¬
ready drawn inquires from other col¬
leges and some high schools that wish
to get involved in similar activities.
Even the National Wildlife Federation
is seeking information for a book en¬
titled "Ecodemia" about the contribu¬
tions of colleges and universities in
ecology-based programs. We hope to
continue to be one of the Dining Ser¬
vices leading the way in these endeav¬
ors.
If there is anyone who wishes to
know more about what we are doing
here at Bates, or who wishes to get in¬
volved, please contact Bob Volpi, Di¬
rector of Dining Services, at ext. 6299,
Bradford Slye, Executive Chef, at ext.
8237, Jack Goodwin, Recycling Coor¬
dinator, at ext. 6299 or Benjamin Treat
'98.
Bob Volpi
Director of Food Services
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Bates Environmental Studies: Overwhelming demand for new major
BY SARAH STANDIFORD AND
TRACY GREGOIRE

Contrary to popular belief, Bates
does not have an Environmental Stud¬
ies major. A brief look through the
various school publications might
give one the impression that an ES
major is right around the comer. One
might notice that the 1994-95 Bates
college catalogue states, "The faculty
is currently developing an interdisci¬
plinary program in environmental
studies...." (p. 12) One might also no¬
tice that similar statements have ap¬
peared in the catalogue for several
years.
This statement gives no time
frame for the major's establishment,
and is in fact misleading because it
neglects to mention that the proposal
for an ES major might not even be ap¬
proved. It neglects to say that students
graduating in the year 2000 might be
able to major in Environmental Stud¬
ies.
While it may seem like this inertia
is a result of the time it takes to de¬
velop the interdisciplinary program in
Environmental Studies, in fact the dif¬
ficulty lies in securing faculty, admin¬
istration and ultimately, the Board of
Trustees' approval. What makes this
process so difficult?
The proposed Environmental
Studies major attempts to reach across
broad fields of study in order to ana¬
lyze "the complexities of threats to
human and natural environments"
(from the most recent ES draft). Envi¬
ronmental issues need to be ap¬
proached from many different disci¬
plines, which ideally should be inte¬
grated into a major that incorporates
how humans interact with their envi¬
ronment (i.e. Anthropology, History,
Sociology and Psychology), and how
economic, physical, and political sys¬
tems interact with the environment
(i.e. Economics, natural sciences, and
Political Science).
It is this broad based approach
which separates Environmental Stud¬

ies (a cross-discipline analysis) from
Environmental Science (an analysis
from the perspective of the physical
sciences). Environmental Science is an
interdisciplinary major with guide¬
lines and faculty to advise students.
Environmental Studies can be self-de¬
signed by a student, but there are no
established guidelines, and faculty re¬
sources are limited.
Because the ES major is so broad
based, it requires more faculty than
other interdisciplinary majors. Faculty
are generally ill-equipped to advise
and teach outside of their disciplines.
The Environmental Studies Task
Force sees the addition of two faculty
members, who are solely devoted to
Environmental Studies, as necessary
in order to do the department justice.
The faculty could construct classes,
advise students, develop community
internships, and handle the paper¬
work that comes with the construction
of a new department.

Finding a professor who is willing
and able to be an advisor to a student
who wants to set up his or her own
"environmental studies" major is dif¬
ficult and frustrating. Securing sup¬
port and advice in choosing classes
and setting up a coherent structure
that is beneficial to the student and
accepted by all the department chairs,
as well as by the Curriculum and
Calendar Committee, is a daunting
task. Before the proposal even reaches
the committee, all the department
chairs of the relevant disciplines have
to agree with the student's proposal. It
is not difficult to see why students are
discouraged by this process, and end
up relying on their second choice ma¬
jor.
Regardless of the money in¬
volved, it is time for the major to be¬
come a formal component of the Bates
curriculum. The survey conducted at
the end of last semester by the Envi¬
ronmental Coalition overwhelmingly

shows support and interest for an ES
major. When asked if Bates should
have an ES major, 515 (out of 550 stu¬
dents) said yes. When asked if they
would consider majoring in Environ¬
mental Studies if Bates already had it
in place, 146 said yes. Finally, when
asked if students would take courses
in Environmental Studies if they were
offered, 315 said yes, and 176 said
maybe.
If things go according to plan, the
ES draft will go before the EPC this
month, and then to the faculty meet¬
ing in March. It will actually be voted
on in April. Student input is very im¬
portant during this process.
We encourage all students who
support the establishment of this ma¬
jor to talk with faculty members and
urge them to pass the proposal. This is
an opportunity to voice our opinion
on the issues that directly affect us.
For more information, please contact
Sarah or Tracy at 777-7677 ASAP.

Far away from New York City, Bates provides
Its students with quite the experience
the middle of nowhere, the minorities
made up less than 10% of the student
body, and most of all, it wasn't Ivy
My basic first impression of Bates
League.
was that of a beautiful school with
The size of the school was an im¬
friendly people. The reason I stress
portant part of why I chose to come
friendly is because I come from the
here. I told myself I could deal with
city, where saying hi to a total stranger
the fact that my high school was twice
can get you into trouble. Not only
the size of Bates. So far, it hasn't been
were these students nice, but they also
hard. The only
loved
getting
problem I have is
drunk at bad par¬
the way that ev¬
ties. Clinging to
My friends didn't
eryone
knows
the hope that only
understand
why
I
wanted
about
what
you
Page parties were
did
last
night
that bad, I traveled
to come here, to
with that person
the 300 miles from
Lewiston,
Maine
you
met at the
Brooklyn,
New
semi,
even before
York, to come to a
you
know it.
place where the
There
are
some
days
when
I
like being
most requested song at a party is
able to walk across campus or into
"YMCA." My friends at home didn't
Commons and see a lot of friends, and
understand why I wanted to come
other days when I wish I didn't bump
here, to Lewiston, Maine, to continue
into anyone.
my academics. After all, there were so
It's been much harder for me to
many things wrong with the school in
cope with our locale. Maybe I'm
their eyes: it was too small, it was in
BY GRACE ENG

spoiled because I can hop on a train to
get anywhere but it's annoying to
need a car to do anything. Let's not
forget how irritating it is to be unable
to satisfy my cravings for food at 2
AM on a weekday. Has this town
heard of the 24-hour deli? How much
happier would we all be if there were
a 7-11 in Chase, or in the middle of the
quad?
Although it wasn't something
that bothered me at first, I noticed
how homogenous this school was.
Looking beyond the L.L. Bean and
Birkenstocks, have you ever noticed
that this school lacks racial diversity?
Some people don't have a problem
with this, and neither did I at first. The
friends I made here came from differ¬
ent economic, social, and ethnic back¬
grounds. But after a month, I joined
Sangai Asia in the hopes of relieving
the angst I felt when I looked around
me. It was nice to sit in a room and see
faces that look like mine, too. For me,
the fact that the multicultural groups

of Bates work together is a comforting
thought. Where 1 went to school, the
Asian group never joined with other
groups to throw a party. When I'm at
a house party, I'm the happiest, be¬
cause we all look so different.
As far as the Ivy thing goes, I
could care less. Bates isn't easy, and
the professors here are tough. Why
should I go to a school where the stu¬
dent? are so cutthroat that they do
anything to do better than the next
person, even a friend? I went through
four years of that already, and I've
had enough.
Every now and then, I ask myself
why do I put up with this when I
could just as easily transfer to NYU.
Sometimes I don't know the answer.
The rest of the time, I find myself sit¬
ting with my friends, bitching about
how much we miss the city, or sharing
a pizza since we didn't have enough
of that Commons food for dinner, and
I know that I would hate it anywhere
else.
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Dazed and Confused: Advisors and their students alike
BY SARAH GUNN
The first-year advising program
at Bates is a mess. One sophomore put
it well. "I had to trek over to Merrill,
and my advisor would just look my
schedule over, grunt, and sign." She
concluded, "I didn't get any real ad¬
vice; it was a complete waste of time!"
Stories like this are common. The
sheer distaste and frustration which
most people expressed about the pro¬
cess was overwhelming. Students
have seen their entire academic pro¬
grams complicated or ruined by faulty
information given to them by their
advisors. One physics major ex¬
claimed, "my entire four years are
f@#ked up because my advisor didn't
understand the B.S. requirements."
Most simply regretted the whole or¬
deal. An anthropology major re¬
marked, "I only went to him once- af¬
ter that, I went to the deans." When
asked why, she complained, "He
didn't know what he was talking
about." Students see their advisors as
little more than required signatures
needed for registration. Few see any
point in the process. "I asked for
help," one frosh remarked, "and [my
advisor] had no clue: he said, 'I don't
know anything about science, so I'll
just sign the form.' It was an annoy¬
ance to get his signature."
Freshman advising, however,
should not be a mere "annoyance." It
is ridiculous for a school of Bates'
standing to tolerate the currently
flawed system. Both students and ad¬
visors exit the process more confused
and frustrated than they were before
they entered it. It shouldn't be this
way. Advising, when it works, ben¬
efits both students and professors
alike. As the Faculty Advisor Hand¬
book says, "The advisor can be instru¬
mental in developing student concern
for general issues of academic plan¬
ning and should address particular
problems of course placement, prereq¬
uisites, and a balanced course selec¬
tion."

Unfortunately, though, advisors
are not given the tools to understand
"course placement, prerequisites, and
a balanced course selection." Accord¬
ing to the Dean of Students' office,
professors don't receive formal in¬
struction about either counseling or
courses. All that they do get is a 19page handbook, which includes basic
information about the registration
process, AP credit, and majors. The
pamphlet contains no information
about general education or baccalau¬
reate requirements, which tend to be
the facts most needed- and misunder¬
stood- by students. Instead, it directs
advisors to the course catalogue, re¬
nowned for its cryptic wording and
ambiguous terms. This lack of training
often leads to the advisors' failing to
know simple facts about registration.
As one frosh remembered, "When I
asked my advisor about Gen. Ed. re¬
quirements — really simple things,
about course distribution — he'd just
sit back, and nod, and then tell me to
ask the registrar. He just didn't know
anything."
Faculty members — from profes¬
sors to sports coaches — must act as
faculty advisors. According to Dean
Sawyer,"They are picked on a rotating
basis. Everyone serves, except for
those with extra loads, like depart¬
ment chairs." They are matched not
with individuals, but with freshmen
centers. Because of this policy, it is not
uncommon for prospective science
majors to be paired with philosophy
professors, or for economics majors to
be given biology professors as advi¬
sors. The Faculty Advisor Handbook
writes that all "advisees reside in one
center in an effort to link the advising
function with residential life." But
while coupling faculty with first-year
centers may benefit the social life of all
involved, it seems clear that this sys¬
tem does not benefit their academic
careers one iota. Many suggest that
this system is counterproductive, par¬
ticularly for science students, who
must complete not only requirements

the college
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for their major, but for the B.S. also.
When advisors are not trained,
and professors are expected to handle
students from outside their major, stu¬
dents run a very real risk of missing
requirements or core courses. Accord¬
ing to one science major, "When I
came, I had an idea of the fields of my
interest. Yet upon arriving at Bates, I
was given an advisor from a com¬
pletely different department... they
had no idea about how the require¬
ments went, were not familiar with
the professors in my general fields,
and were not
much help in de¬
ciding classes for
my long term
goals."
"Now,"
he
continued, "I am
forced into a ma¬
jor of only second¬
ary interest be¬
cause it is the only
one I can finish
now. My greatest interest, because of
time and class size restraints, will
have to wait until graduate school."
As it stands, Bates' advising sys¬
tem generates little more than wide¬
spread confusion and misinformation.
It seems clear that both students and
the administration should seriously
reevaluate and reconstruct our
present program.
First and foremost, advisors must
receive training. Before acting as advi¬
sors, professors should be given ac¬
cess to the basic details needed to per¬
form their job. It is unfair to both stu¬
dents and advisors when professors
are thrown into an advising situation
with no prior knowledge, and with
nothing more than a 19-page pam¬
phlet for protection. It would be far
more useful for department chairs and
administrators to create a program
which would extensively cover re¬
quirements, core courses and other
matters of interest for first-year stu¬
dents.
Secondly, the decision to match

Students see their
advisors as little
more than
required
signatures
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advisors with first-year centers must
be reevaluated. Little is gained by our
present policy, which pairs professors
and students with absolutely nothing
in common. It makes far more sense
for advisors to be given students inter¬
ested in related fields. The process
would be relatively simple to imple¬
ment. If the school uses housing and
roommate forms to pair students with
compatible dorms and roommates,
does it not make sense to create advis¬
ing forms? Students would not need
to know their specific major, but if
they were to nar¬
row down their
interests,
the
school could do a
better job pairing
students with use¬
ful advisors. Sci¬
ence majors could
receive advisors
knowledgeable
about
require¬
ments,
courses
and professors. All students would be
paired with advisors who could not
only council them on career and aca¬
demic plans, but could also act as
mentors.
Most importantly, an evaluation
process must be created. Novice advi¬
sors would benefit from constructive
criticism, and incompetent professors
could either be given further training
or be taken off advising duty. Stu¬
dents must be given a chance to help
shape the process, for they have the
most to lose.
For first-year students already
overwhelmed with the stress of leav¬
ing home, choosing courses and
adapting to college life, the added
burden of dealing with cryptic course
requirements and clueless advisors
can often seem too much to handle.
They deserve a better plan. As the
Advisor's Handbook wrote, "Aca¬
demic advisors can have a profound
influence with continuing effects." We
must decide if we can live with the ef¬
fects created by our present program.

Twist that lens:
A surreal romp through the world of an Admissions video
By Jeremy Breningstall
WEATHER EDITOR

An unsuspecting sub-frosh enters
the cavernous lair of the Bates admis¬
sion team. Looking around, TiphaNi
sees many things. A carpet, a ceiling, a
window — even a VCR. Go watch,
they tell her. With the naivete of some¬
one fresh out of high school, she obeys
their beckon. She pushes the button,
and a dangerous picture emerges.
Failing to heed the multiple warnings,
she braces herself and prepares to
"Suspect the Unsuspected." As she
ponders over the meaning of this mys¬
terious phrase, the wandering cinema¬
tography continues. Enveloping her,
she suddenly becomes drawn into the
school inside. Drawn into the Bates
campus.

name and favorite brand of coffee.
"At Bates, we understand basic hu¬
man nature. We just don't understand
how it relates to us."
Part II: Latin and Greek
The words come across in bold.
Academia Batesina: Big words, small
college ... a motto for the 90's. What
do students talk about? Accessibility.
Accessibility is perhaps the most
common word you'll hear mentioned
on campus, although often in refer¬
ence to various substances. Professors
give out their home phone numbers,
but only for emergencies.
This, however, is not the only dis¬
tinguishing characteristic of the col¬
lege. The small student-faculty ratio

’’Suspect the Unsuspected”
Showing At: Lindolm House. Starring: Bryant Gumball, TiphaNi,
Harry Chapin, Ed McMahon. The Bottom Line: B-. Gets to be a bit
I surreal at times, but is full of heart. A good date movie.
lege.
At Bates there is this concept
called Short Term, during which time
you get to take courses that normal
people would not take. Short Term is
followed by thesis, which allows you
to write things that normal people
would not write. Thesis is generally
found to be an overwhelmingly posi¬
tive experience by those involved, as
long as they're in either the paper, to¬
bacco, or alcohol industries. Students

Part I: Pick Up Lines
It all begins with the ringing of the
bells over Hathorn Hall, reminiscent
of a British mystery series. A Class of
'96 rerun fades into the Bates campus.
Looking for her favorite TV character,
instead TiphaNi runs into Bryant
Gumball. TiphaNi only knew of him
by reputation, having never gotten up
early enough to watch him. "Are you
that guy that does the weather?"
TiphaNi asks. "No," says Gumball, "I
hate the weather." Gumball then be¬
gins to ramble about his unique blend
of history, diversity and size. "What's
the meaning behind all this?" TiphaNi
asks. Gumball thinks about her query
a moment before responding. Holding
up the "Pulp Fiction" soundtrack,
Gumball explains, "I hope you'll find
this tape an inspiration to visit Bates
soon."
Taking the wise man's advice,
TiphaNi finds herself at a certain col¬
lege in Lewiston, Maine. Walking
across the quad, the first person
TiphaNi comes across is the President.
"I know you," he says. He continues,
"We've been studying your files, and
we only have one question. Are you a
Communist?"
TiphaNi knew right then that he
was cool.
This rendezvous is soon followed
by an encounter with a different no¬
table citizen of the Bates community.
What words of wisdom are passed
onto TiphaNi this time? "We all have
the need to be recognized," says M.C.,
who is wearing a name tag stating her

Conspicuously absent:
- Lewiston
-The Bates campus
- Benjamin Mays
-DCS
-Commons
-Stacey Rabat
- Dorms
- Private lives
-Trivia Night
-Newman Day
-Reality

gives Batesies an opportunity to inter¬
act one-on-one with their professors.
"You get a chance to consider the con¬
cert experience behind the scenes,"
said Scottie. "Not just the music, but
the role of the conductor as well."
During these intense personal interac¬
tions, topics of discussion include mo¬
lecular biology and theoretical phys¬
ics.
Anyway, returning to our hero.
After brief visits to London and Kenya
to drink Salada tea, TiphaNi has re¬
turned for another gratuitous Olin
shot, set to music worthy of Mozart
himself (that is, in his current state).
Through the voice of Shadoe Stevens,
TiphaNi finds out more about the col¬

Inconspicuously absent*
- Parking
-Religion
- Any form of student government
- Political activity
- All that fancy
Village
architechure
-Reality

live in Victorian houses, with indoor
plumbing optional. There are no fra¬
ternities, but there is the Wilson
House Formal, which is close enough.
"Bates has this real sense of commu¬
nity," said one student, as he related
that each day he has dinner with 1,100
of his colleagues. "We stand in the
same lines, use the same juice ma¬
chines, and fight over the same ba¬
gels."
Part III: Dropping the Bomb
Students stand on the quad chant¬
ing and banging. "There's just so
much to do here," said Rosco '96, "1
have trouble finding time for it all." In
fact, there is just too much to do. Stu¬
dents frequently find themselves
forced to visit Freeport and Portland
in order to escape from the surplus of
activity.
Cut to the faculty. Anonymous
Bates professor:
Students take
courses, and they do athletics. We
don't understand. In our time, stu¬
dents only did athletics.
Perhaps we ought to get some fo¬
cus. Twist that lens.
Focus in on political activity at
Bates. Irate student protests Com¬
mons worker's singular definition of

The Happy Tray. "There is not only
one way to be happy," she shouts.
Shift. Focus in on True Value.
"Bates has a long tradition of debating
in Japanese," says Atomic Bob. "In
fact, this Short Term we're planning to
trip to Japan." TiphaNi doesn't un¬
derstand him, though, because he's
speaking in a foreign language.
Focus in on Aesop. A Bates alum,
graduated in 533 B.C. left a legacy of
Harry Chapin songs. After the live al¬
bum, Bates reference refuses to ac¬
knowledge Aesop's existence. Aesop
reference hidden in admissions video
by outraged Outing Club folkie veg¬
etarian snow monkeys. Outraged over
the administration's treatment of its
most noted alumnus, students pro¬
claim Aesop Memorial Day. "I'm not
an Outing Club person," said Michelle
Wong '98, "but even I was offended."
Tour's coming to a close, TiphaNi,
any questions? "Yeah. Do students
eat? Do they graduate from Bates or
do they assume so sort of perpetual
undergraduate existence? Everyone
looks like they're at some sort of Phys¬
ics Society gathering. Do these people
have any lives at all?"
Hold up, kid. Not so fast. Why are
you asking all these questions? You're
not a communist, are you? You should
know better than to pester your el¬
ders. Too much information harms the
soul. Come to Bates, we'll give you the
answers.
TiphaNi pauses for a moment to
contemplate this and the rest of her
day. Reflecting back upon her arrival
in Maine, TiphaNi harkens back to
when the Bates sweatshirts came to
pick her up. One was grey, the other
maroon. TiphaNi was a bit puzzled,
but they explained to her that Bates
was a very diverse campus, and that
no discrimination took place in the
admissions process. Successful appli¬
cants were not limited to the human,
but included designer wear as well.
Their conversational skills were a bit
lacking, but they more than made up
made up for it with their warmth. "I
felt comfortable right away," TiphaNi
says aloud. Plus, she liked the furni¬
ture at admissions.
So, kid, do you want some of the
Bates candy? Clicking her shoes,
TiphaNi says to herself, "I do want to
go to Bates. I do. I do." Fade out.
Wack! TiphaNi feels a course
catalogue flying across her head.
Bates: you can feel its energy as soon
as you set foot on campus.
Jeremy "Outrage" Breningstall is the
Weather Editor of "The Bates Stu¬
dent". In his spare time, he hunts
ducks and sleeps in his shoes.
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Moraga’s “Bridge” reveals the present’s imperative
By Michelle Wong
Copy Editor

Appealing to her reading audience by provok¬
ing their most powerful emotions and thoughts,
Cherrie Moraga will reveal her talents as an author,
educator, playwright and director in an evening lec¬
ture tonight. The acclaimed co-editor of "This
Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical
Women of Color", Moraga's literary focus tends to
be "concentrated on relationships between
women," wrote Moraga and co-editor Gloria
Anzaldua in the foreword of the collection's second
edition.
A former recipient of a National Endowment of
the Arts' Theatre Playwrights' Fellowship,
Moraga's literary work in "Bridge" addresses
women of color and their interactions, not only with
each other but with white women, as well as with
men. The collection examines such highly personal
topics as sexuality, class and cultural differences,
feminism and its place in society. Instead of con¬
cealing, ignoring or evading these issues, Moraga
and her colleagues tackle them by voicing their
opinions and experiences in a collective effort, en¬
suring that they are heard. In the collection's pref¬
ace, Moraga writes to her colored sisters, "I am talk¬
ing about believing that we have the power to actu¬
ally transform our experience, change our lives,
save our lives. Otherwise, why this book? It is the
faith of the activists that I am talking about."
Moraga cited the imperative necessity for women of
color to unite in the present, so that they will be able
to institute societal changes as a stronger force in
the future.
"We must acknowledge that to change the
world, we have to change ourselves even some¬
times our most cherished block-hard convictions,"
Moraga encouragingly penned in its foreword. "As
This Bridge Called My Back' is not written in stone,
neither is our political vision. It is subject to
change."
"Bridge" tends to affect its readers by introduc¬
ing themes and ideas that are not typically articu¬
lated in literature, even in women's own literature.
Alma Ayala, of Puerto Rico, attested to this per¬
sonal connection between the reader and the work,
when, at the age of 19, she wrote to co-editor
Anzaldua, "The woman writers seemed to be
speaking to me, and they actually understood what
I was going through. Many of you [authors] put
into words feelings I have had that I had no way of
expressing. . . The writings justified some of my
thoughts telling me I had a right to feel as I did. It is

remarkable to me that one book could
have such an impact. So many feelings
were brought alive inside of me."
Elizabeth Eames, professor of an¬
thropology and chair of the women's
studies department at Bates, has previ¬
ously assigned "Bridge" as required
reading in her "Gender Relations in
Comparative Perspective" class. From
her personal and professional experi¬
ences with this work, Professor Eames
extolled its virtues, relating that she
finds that "... the collection captures a
moment of dialogue within the
women's movement when white femi¬
nism had to acknowledge its white¬
ness. She [Moraga] is an important fig¬
ure in that dialogue. I like the way it's
in all different genres. . . something's
going to speak to everybody. I thought
that was a good strategy that she
[Moraga] used. The quality of the writ¬
ing is really high. I've actually tried
other things and have come back to it.
It's the first of its kind and others are
being modeled after it."
Bates students are clearly not im¬
mune to the power of Moraga's litera¬
ture and message. "I really liked 'This
Bridge Called My Back'," commented
Renee Leduc '98. Regarding Moraga
and her work, Leduc added, "It opened
my eyes to a lot of different issues, not
only race relations, but gender rela¬
tions and the questions regarding dif¬
ferent sexualities. All the pieces came
together well and it was just amazing. Award-winning playwright Cherrie Moraga will speak in the
This isn't a book I'd read only for an as¬ Benjamin Mays Center tonight.
Photo courtesy WAC.
signment; this is a book that I'd be truly
interested in, assigned or not. I think
she showed so much wisdom by co-editing the
has won both the 1990 Fund for New American
book; I'm very interested to see what she has to say."
Plays Award and the 1992 Pen West Award for her
Britt Herstad '97 regarded the collection as "a re¬
plays "Shadow of a Man" and "Heroes and Saints",
ally important book that should be used in more
respectively. Moraga's most recent collection of es¬
classes. Everyone [who read Bridge in Eames's class]
says and poetry can be found as a compilation in
reacted to that book."
her new book, "The Last Generation". Cherrie
The audience to which Moraga and fellow au¬
Moraga will deliver her upcoming address, "The
thors writes is by no means exclusive. Rather, their
Last Generation? Meditations on the Turn of a Cen¬
voices are explicit and open to people of all
tury: A Dramatic Reading and Conversation" to the
ethnicities, sexes, sexual orientations, ages, et al.,
Bates community in the Benjamin Mays Center on
who wish to gain understanding of the struggles,
Friday, February 3, at 7:00 p.m.
strengths and weaknesses of women of color.
Currently employed as an artist-in-residence at
the Brava Theatre Center of San Francisco, Moraga

Strong student turnout for weekend’s jazz innovators
John Kramer
Staff Correspondent

This past weekend, Bates was fortunate to be
able to welcome Ron Carter and Houston Person to
the Olin Concert Hall stage. In addition, the group
known as Pyramyd Productions, an amalgamation
of dancers and musicians, presented a weekendlong symposium. With respect to the number of pro¬
fessional music groups, and the even fewer per¬
forming jazz ensembles which visit the campus, this
weekend really swung.
Ron Carter is certainly a household name
among jazz enthusiasts. He has recorded over 1,000
albums, with a multitude of jazz musicians. Check
your liner notes; he's played with everybody. The
concert on January 28, would have convinced any¬
body that he can play. And certainly it was just this
high level of music, from Houston Person as well,
that made the concert a success.
The pairing of bass and saxophone, while not
unheard of, is not an entirely common grouping of
instruments in jazz. We might expect at least a full
rhythm section. In such a group, we would find the
drums and bass "keeping time", the piano or guitar
filling in the chords, and the saxophone playing the

melody. Obviously, the lack of drums will effect
how the listener feels the time, but even more strik¬
ing is the lack of a harmony instrument. The effect of
this absence was that one was completely conscious
of the incredible counterpoint between the tenor sax
and the bass, a facet of jazz which is commonly hid¬
den by the piano and drums.
Obviously, there is something that must be
counterbalanced, but Carter and Person more than
compensated. By insisting on a high level of musical
content in their solos and through an intricate inter¬
play between themselves, were they able to keep the
audience entranced throughout their program.
Pyramyd Productions, hosted by Amandla!,
brought the campus an array of dance, drumming
and jazz performances. African dance and drum¬
ming workshops were offered as well as a jazz per¬
formances. By all accounts, this was a successful
venture, but for me, the highlights were the two jazz
performances. The ensemble offered consisted of pi¬
ano, bass, drum set and additional African drums. In
effect, this moved in the opposite direction of Carter
through the addition of the African percussionists.
Indeed, this was part of their statement about jazz
music: that it is an African-American art form, cre¬
ated through the union of two cultures, but owing

more to its African roots. Pyramyd's artistic choices
pointedly reminded audience members of the ori¬
gins of jazz. It is common to say that the rhythm of
jazz comes from Africa and the harmony from Eu¬
rope, but this not quite true. Although not as com¬
plex as those of European origin, African harmonic
ideas have lent more to the development of jazz.
From the beginning, jazz musicians were using a
completely different conception, a more African
conception, than their counterparts in the classical
world.
Jazz performances at Bates have always been
welcomed. The yearly offerings by the Concert
Committee, such as Ron Carter, never fail to attract
a sizable crowd. Support for student groups has also
been strong. With this in mind, it is no surprise that
this weekend's performances were so successful.
These performances were an excellent opportunity
to explore jazz music, learn something more about
its roots or simply just to enjoy it. Pyramyd Produc¬
tions made a point to recognize where their music
originated and supported their argument through
the addition of African percussion. The Ron Carter
duo made the same point, not by demonstration, but
by the grace and eloquence of their playing.
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Reshaping archetypes: Oedipus X
The staffs views on “Spanking the Monkey”

ATCH

From blindness to baptism

Running the suburban gauntlet
I’ye now watched “Spanking the Monket”

PROBLEM IN OUR COUNTRY TODAY,” I HAVE TO WONDER IF

David 0. Russell’s scriptturns conventions up¬

COMPREHENSION DULLED BY DRINK, RATHER THAN BY THE

TWICE AND it’s ONE OF THE REST HOVIES THAT I’YE SEEN

THEY JUST AREN'T OPEN ENOUGH WITH THEIR FRIENDS TO AL¬

side DOWN, ACCURATELY SHOWING HOW THESE CONVEN¬

UNCERTAINTY OF PROPHECY. RUSSELL’S YOUNG OEDIPUS

IN A LONG TIME. AFIER THE FIRST TIME I WATCHED IT,

LOW FOR ANY CONFIDENCE ABOUT THE TRAGIC ISSUES OF

TIONS INVERT REALITY. WHEN RAYMOND’S FATHER GIVES

DOES NOT BLIND HIMSELF; RATHER, TONI, A SYMBOL OF

CHEESY AS IT SOUNDS, I FOUND MYSELF WORRYING ABOUT

THEIR LIVES.

HIM THE INJUNCTION,

Raymond for about a week, as if he were a long-

To me,

“We ALL HAVE TO GIVE A LITTLE BACK

NORMAL HETEROSEXUALITY TO WHOM HE TURNS AFTER¬

I MUST ADMIT THAT THERE ARE MOMENTS WHEN I WAS

SOMETIMES,” IT IS ONLY SO THAT HE CAN MANIPULATE A RE¬

WARDS, IS STRUCK BY HIS MOTHER, AND SHE SUFFERS A

Raymond was an extremely sym¬

watching “Spanking the Monkey,” in which I was

TURN TO HIS SELF-INVOLVED LIFE ON THE ROAD. AND YET,

SCRATCHED

pathetic character, maybe because I’ye had friends

MOST ASSUREDLY EITHER WINCING WITH MENTAL ANGUISH OR

AT LEAST ONE CONVENTION, ONE MYTH, IS RESPECTED FOR

KNOWLEDGE, TO TRY AND CREATE A NEW REALITY FOR HIM¬

lost friend.

CORNEA.

OEDIPUS

BLINDED

HIMSELF TO

We GET TO KNOW RAYMOND FAIRLY WELL OYER

BITING MY UP IN EMPATHETIC FRUSTRATION, THAT I WISHEO

ITS RELEVANCE TO OUR GENERATION. THAT CONVENTION IS

SELF. That act was one of radical self-definition.

THE COURSE OF THE FILM, AND THE MORE WE KNOW ABOUT

I HAD NOT FOUND OUT SO MUCH ABOUT RaYMONo’s LIFE AND

THE ARCHETYPE OF OEDIPUS.

When Toni is symbolically blinded in the mother’s

HIS LIFE AT HOME - WITH HIS FATHER, HIS FRIENDS, HIS

HIS TWISTED SEXUAL RELATIONS WITH HIS MOTHER. I HA YE

Russell sees this archetype as the one myth of

MOTHER, HIS DOG - THE WORSE IT GETS.

HAD THIS SENTIMENT ABOUT MY FRIENDS’ LIVES, AND MY OWN

HIS FOREFATHERS WORTHY OF APPLICATION TO A GENERATION

GINS A PROCESS OF RADICAL SELF-DEFINITION FOR RAYMOND

With some of my closest friends, this, too has

AS WELL: THAT MAYBE IF WE JUST didn’t KNOW WHAT WAS

OF THE ALIENATED. WHAT COULD BE MORE DYSFUNCTIONAL

THAT ENDS IN BAPTISM.

BEEN THE CASE: THE MORE INTIMATELY I KNOW THEM, THE

GOING ON, WE wouldn’t HAVE SUCH A COMPLEX SITUATION

THAN TO SLEEP WITH ONE’S MOTHER? WlTH SUCH AN ACT,

MORE THEY REYEAL TO ME THE BLATANT DYSFUNCTIONS AND

TO FACE IN TRYING TO BETTER OURSELYES OR CREATE MORE

Raymond turns his back on the age-old injunction

ogy. Yet, we must also rework and integrate the my¬

PERVERSITIES OF THEIR FAMILIES THAT OCCUR “BEHIND THE

NOBLE EXISTENCES THAN OUR PARENTS, WITH ALL DUE RE¬

AGAINST INCEST. THIS IS AN ACT WORTHY OF A GENERATION

thology - THE REALITY - OF PRIOR GENERATIONS. In DO¬

scenes.” When people sat things to me like,

SPECT TO THEIR EFFORTS. THAT IS A SAD REFLECTION ON THE

RACKED WITH SUSPICION OF SUCH SOCIETAL CONCEPTIONS AS

ING SO, WE ARE ENGAGING IN A PRACTICE THAT DEFINES

“Well, I’ye neyer known anyone who was sexually

STATE OF AFFAIRS FOR OUR “GENERATION”: IGNORANCE IS

THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY, ACCEPTABLE SEXUALITY, AND MO¬

Generation

ABUSED,” OR “I don’t THINK ALCOHOLISM IS THAT BIG A

BLISS.

RALITY.

by our ancestors. Russell selects the myth of Oedi¬

LIKE HIM.

Raymond fulfills his Oedipal desires with a

ATTEMPT TO DEFINE HERSELF AS HER SON’S LOVER, IT BE¬

Each

generation must create its own mythol¬

X:

looking askance at the reality created

pus as a PRIOR CONCEPTION OF REALITY THAT SPEAKS TO
OUR GENERATION.

Tough love:
spanking
the family

Monkey: a
new breed
of slacker

The saddest thing about “Spanking the Mon¬
key” WAS ITS REALISTIC PORTRAYAL OF A TROUBLED IN¬
TELLECTUAL CHILD, OBVIOUSLY PUSHED AND PULLED IN

Here’s a representative list of the things
DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS BY DYSFUNCTIONAL PARENTS, UN¬
Raymond, “Spanking the Monkey’s” chief protago¬
nist, does noy do: wear

Dr.

ABLE TO REALIZE HIS DREAMS, UNABLE TO EXPRESS HIS
Marten’s, nose rings,
EMOTIONS OR HIS NOTIONS OF HIS INDEPENDENCE, AND

hospital pants and retro sweaters; drink Fruitopia
MOST IMPORTANTLY, WILLING TO CASH HIS ENTIRE M.I.T.¬
and OK soda; watch MTV; drop acid; and bitch about
WORTHY MIND FOR A MEASURE OF ACCEPTANCE AND FREE¬
HOW HARD HIS SUBURBAN UFE IS. THE OTHER “BUSTERS”
DOM FROM THE SICKENING FORCES THAT SHAPED HIM. I’ll
APPEARING IN THE FILM, HOWEVER, DO ALL OF THESE THINGS
MAKE NO SECRET THAT THIS MOVIE DISTURBED ME, AND I
OR AT LEAST HAVE ASPIRATIONS TOWARD DOING THEM. THE
DON’T KNOW IF I LIKED IT OR NOT. WlTH SKEWED CAM¬
CONFLICT BETWEEN RAYMOND AND HIS PSEUDO-FRIENDS
ERA ANGLES, WELL-STAGED SITUATION IRONY, AND EERILY
PAINTS A PERFECT PICTURE OF ALL THAT IS ANNOYING WITH
"Generation

DARK BACKGROUND MUSIC COURTESY OF THE BOSTON-

X.”

BASED GROUP MORPHINE, THIS MOVIE SEPARATES ITSELF
This adversarial relationship is an appropriate
FROM THE BRAT-PACK OF MASS-MARKETED, VIOLENT/SEXY/
sequel to Douglas Coupland’s flagship novel that
UNFORTUNATELY STARTED THE

GEN X

PICK-AN-ADJECTIYE-AND-GO-WITH-IT GENRE FIMS OF THE
MARKETING BLITZ

90’s. It

picks a heinous topic, incest, and deals

rolling. Many of us who actuary took the time to
WITH IT BLUNTLY, MAKING NO EXCUSES FOR ITS STREAM OF
READ THIS CAPTIVATING NOVEL WERE DISHEARTENED BY THE
CONSCIOUSNESS PLOT-LINES AND RESOLVES ITS CONFLICT
WAY IT WAS MANIPULATED AND TRANSFORMED BY MTV AND
CRYPTICALLY WITH THE MAIN CHARACTER HITCHING A RIDE
ITS MASSES OF ASSES WHO WANTED SOMETHING TANGIBLE TO
ALONG A WOODED HIGHWAY.
HOLD ONTO IN THE NAME OF WHINING, LAZINESS AND LACK

NO

CHARACTER IN THIS MOVIE EVEN APPROACHED

OF INDEPENDENT IDENTITY. BUT THEN COUPLAND HIMSELF
BEING YOUR AVERAGE, EVERYDAY WELL-ADJUSTED HUMAN.
APPEARED IN A RIDICULOUS BLACK AND WHITE MTV PROMO
Raymond possessed a brain that was to take him to
TREKKING ACROSS AN URBAN WASTELAND AND THOSE OF US
MEDICAL SCHOOL, HE HAD A LOVE OF WRITING, AND YET
WHO ORIGINALLY CAME TO HIS DEFENSE LOST FAITH.
HE HAD MORE EMOTIONAL BAGGAGE THAN A

747. He HAD

This sell-out performance bt Coupland caused
A FATHER THAT COULDN’T DEAL WITH HIS FAMILY ANYMORE
A MANDATORY PASSING OF THE TORCH TO INDEPENDENT ART¬
AND SOLD INSPIRATIONAL VIDEOTAPES ON THE ROAD WITH
ISTS SUCH AS THE MAKERS OF “SPANKING THE MONKET.”

To

A DIFFERENT MISTRESS IN EVERY TOWN. He HAD A MOTHER
SUGGEST THAT OUR GENERATION LACKS ANY IDENTITY
WHO HAD A BROKEN LEG, A SERIOUS CASE OF DEPRESSION,

WHATSOEVER WOULD BE FOOLISH. BUT MANY OF US, WITH
GOOD REASON, ARE NOT WILLING TO ACCEPT

MTVS

PENT-UP RESENTMENT AGAINST HER ONLY CHILD BECAUSE
“REAL
HIS BIRTH KEPT HER OFF HER TRACK TO MEDICAL SUCCESS,

World” as representative of our lives. Oedipal com¬
AND A MANIPULATIVE STREAK THAT BORDERED ON PSY¬
plexes and Freudian psychology aside, “Spanking the
CHOTIC One can only wonder how Raymond got as
Monkey” depicts complexities of baby buster life in a
THOUGHT PROVOKING MANNER ABSENT IN MOST

FAR AS HE DID.

GeN X ART.

He

DIDN’T HAVE A SATISFYING RELATION¬

SHIP WITH ANYONE, INCLUDING HIS DOG, AND IT IS EVI¬
DENT THAT HE NEVER HAD DEALT WITH AN EMOTIONALLY
STABLE PERSON IN HIS LIFE PROBABLY WOULDN’T BE TOO

Generation X calls Lassie home

FAR OFF BASE.

SO THE

“Spanking the Monkey” is a complex film, and

MODEST ACTING BACKGROUND. He DOES IT WITH A CERTAIN

FORCES, REPRESENTED BY THE PATHETIC SOULS THAT DOMI¬

IT CONTAINS A RATHER SORDID CAST OF CHARACTERS.

FINESSE THAT ALLOWS FOR THE SUBLET!ES OF MODERN UFE

NATE THE MOVIE.

There is Raymond (who screws his mother), his
mother (who screws Raymond), the girl down the

AS

SADNESS OF THIS MOVIE LIES IN THE REAL¬

ITY THAT THERE ARE MANY PEOPLE OUT THERE LIKE
Raymond - lonely, intellectual, dreamy, with no

THE FILM PROGRESSES, HE INCREAS-

FAMILY BASE TO DRAW ON AND NO STABLE MOTIVATING

TO PERMEATE THE GLASS BOUNDARIES OF THE SCREEN. AND,

INGLT FINDS HIMSELF ISOLATED TO THE PERIPHERY, SYMBOLI¬

FORCE FOR HIS DREAMS OTHER THAN THOSE THAT THESE

HE DOES IT ALL WITHIN THE CONSTRAINTS OF A ROLE NOR¬

CALLY REPRESENTED IN THE MOVIE BY THE SURROUNDING

UNSTABLE ACTORS HAVE INSTILLED IN HIM. He COULDN’T

BLOCK, THE MAILMAN, THE SILLY AUNT, THE STUPID NEIGH¬

MALLY RESERVED FOR A MEMBER OF THE HUMAN RACE. YOU

woods. And throughout, he is stifled by a chain: the

TAKE INITIATIVE IN HIS LIFE UNTIL THINGS GOT SO OUT OF

BOR, THE ABSENT FATHER, THE BULLY, THE BUDDY, AND

see, Frankie represents Generation

THE PSYCHIATRIST. BUT I BELIEVE THAT THE MOST INTER¬
ESTING CHARACTER IN THIS PICTURE IS THE DOG.
Frankie, a canine of an uncertain breed, re¬

X.

He

FEELS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE

CONTROL THAT HE CONSIDERED SUICIDE AS AN OPTION, AND

PROBUMS OF THE OTHERS, BUT CAN FIND NO SOLUTION FOR

INSTEAD OF SEEING HIM AT THE END OF THE MOVIE AS AN

CHAIN OF EXPECTATION.

During the movie we find that, as he seeks to

As

CARVE OUT AN IDENTITY, FRANKIE DISCOVERS THAT THOSE

THEIR DAMAGED ENVIRONMENT.

SUCH, HE RESIGNS HIM¬

INTELLECTUALLY CAPABLE ASSET TO MANKIND, WE SEE HIM

WHO HAVE PRECEDED HIM HAVE CLAIMED THE MOST IMPOR¬

SELF TO A POSITION REFUCTIVE OF THIS GENERATION: DIS¬

AS THE STEREOTYPICAL SHELL OF A BOY - DOOMED TO LIVE

SONANT SIUNCE IN THE FACE OF INSANITY.

HIS LIFE TRYING TO FORGET HIS PAST AND STRUGGLING TO

In ADDITION,

sides LARGELY IN THE SHADOWS OF HIS OVERPAID CO-

TANT CHARACTERISTICS TO BE THEIR OWN.

STARS, BUT PUTS A PART IMPRESSIVE FOR ONE OF SUCH A

FINDS HIMSELF POWERLESS AMONG A HOST OF CONTROLLING

HE

START ANEW.
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Revisiting the Thomas-Hill affair
JEREMY PELOFSKY
STAFF WRITER

One of the most controversial nominations to
the Supreme Court came in 1991 with the nomina¬
tion of Clarence Thomas by then President George
Bush. Thomas was known to have extremely con¬
servative viewpoints on political issues that would
face the Court on a regular basis. With his success¬
ful nom ination, the conservatives on the Court
would have a clear majority. As the confirmation
hearings proceeded, rumors of alleged previous
sexual harassment incidents began making their
way to the ears of many senators on the Judiciary
Committee considering Thomas' nomination. To¬
wards the end of the confirmation hearings, sev¬
eral women who had worked with Thomas, in¬
cluding Anita Hill, stepped forward and claimed

Book Review
to be victims of sexual harassment. In an effort to
show the American people and the Senate who
Clarence Thomas really was, they came forward to
make their cases against Clarence Thomas in re¬
opened confirmation hearings . This coming
spring, Professors Christina Brinkley and Cristina
Malcolmson will teach a short term course entitled
"Sexual Harassment and the U.S. Senate's Thomas-Hill Hearings" investigating the on-going
fight against sexual harassment in the United
States. Not only will they view the confirmation
hearings, they will read two books that give differ¬
ing accounts of Clarence Thomas himself.
One of the books that will be utilized in the
course is a historiography written by two Wall
Street Journal writers called "Strange Justice".
The authors, Jane Mayer and Jill Abramson, thor¬
oughly researched the backgrounds of Clarence
Thomas, Anita Hill, and other women who made
charges of sexual harassment against Thomas for
the book. They interviewed literally hundreds of
people, including Anita Hill in her first on-therecord interview since the hearings. Some of those
interviewed corroborated Hill's claims, others ve¬
hemently denied her assertions. The authors also
uncovered documents that were never released to
the public. This book is written by two journalists
as an in-depth investigation into a Supreme court
nomination that gripped the Senate and the
American people for weeks, not as a partisan at¬
tack against Thomas.
As I read this book, I marked pages with little
Post-It flags where I thought I would find interest¬
ing information for my review. I flagged practi¬
cally every page. For a book that was not written

as one side of a two-sided story, it certainly shows
the inconsistencies in Thomas' life and side of the
story with very few holes in Hill's allegations.
"Strange Justice" begins with the personal back¬
grounds of Thomas and Hill including where and
how they grew up, their college lives, political ide¬
ologies, and finally the time when their respective
paths crossed.
■ The sexual harassment
As the authors point out, prior to receiving his
nomination, questions regarding Thomas' conduct
while head of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC) began to surface. Hill had fol¬
lowed him to that agency, having first worked un¬
der Thomas at the Department of Education. Dur¬
ing the confirmation hearings, many questioned
why Hill followed Thomas over to EEOC when she
had been sexually harassed previously. According
to Hill, at the time Thomas moved over to EEOC, he
stopped harassing her because he was then in¬
volved with another woman, Lillian McEwen, at the
time. Additionally, staying with Thomas allowed
her career to progress uninterrupted inside the
Washington Beltway. Thomas supporters attrib¬
uted her following Thomas to EEOC to romantic
fantasies she had about Thomas. The authors detail
this discrepancy with their interview of Hill and es¬
sentially dispel any view of her having romantic in¬
terests in Thomas.
Many interviews in "Strange Justice" exposed
that much of Clarence Thomas' life included the
denigration of women through pornographic mate¬
rial, such as films and magazines. Several friends in
college and in Washington, D.C. recalled hearing
Thomas talk about pornographic films he recently
saw and one friend recalled seeing numerous nude
photographs from magazines pinned up in his
apartment.
Anita Hill's and Thomas' paths first crossed
when a member of the law firm in which she
worked recommended her to Thomas upon his ap¬
pointment to the Department of Education. Accord¬
ing to Hill, Thomas began asking her out shortly
after she began working for him. Initially, she didn't
feel pressured by Thomas but eventually he used
every opportunity to turn their professional conver¬
sation into "a discussion of sexual matters." Hill
confided these instances of sexual harassment to
one of her closest friends, Susan Hoerchner, as well
as a handful of others close to her. Hill feared that
reporting the harassment would only lead to her
being fired. During the hearings, Thomas denied
even having a passing interest in her at the office.
■ The quest for the nomination

Thomas lobbied for the Supreme Court nomina¬
tion by President Bush. For approximately ten
years Clarence Thomas pursued a coveted spot on
the Supreme Court. In the 1970's, after working in
Washington, D.C. for only a year as a staffer for
Junior Senator John Danforth, he declared to a St.
Louis Dispatch reporter that he "wanted nothing
less than a seat on the U.S. Supreme Court."
Democrats on the Senate Judiciary Committee
were leery of Thomas when Bush appointed Tho¬
mas to the D.C. Circuit Appeals Court because
most judges appointed to that court were being
groomed for the Supreme Court. Thomas hardly
qualified for the Supreme Court in the eyes of
many senators at the time. Bush's Justice Depart¬
ment assured the chairman, Senator Joseph Biden,
that the Supreme Court was not in the cards for
Thomas. Thus, Thomas sailed through the Com¬
mittee and Senate votes.
After longtime justice Thurgood Marshall an¬
nounced his retirement due to his failing health,
the Bush administration sought to nominate an¬
other minority and a conservative African-Ameri¬
can was the ideal choice, fitting Thomas to the let¬
ter. Thomas was not exactly in the favor of many
civil rights organizations. Nevertheless, he still
sought to lobby them to not denounce his nomina¬
tion if they were not going to endorse him. The au¬
thors detail the senators' refusal to seriously chal¬
lenge Thomas. With an upcoming national elec¬
tion coupled with the African-American's histori¬
cal allegiance to the Democratic party, senators
did not want to upset this constituency supporting
Thomas.
■ Big Brother was watching
Mayer and Abramson do an excellent job of detail¬
ing how the Judiciary Committee and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation made it quite difficult for
Anita Hill to bring her charges out to the public
and to the committee itself. FBI investigators were
ordered by the Republicans to watch Hill during
her testimony before the committee for any dis¬
crepancies between her statement to the FBI and
her testimony. This was highly irregular and quite
possibly an abuse of power by the Republicans.
"Strange Justice" is an superb piece of journal¬
ism that does a thorough job of investigating these
events, which will have ramifications for decades
to come. Mayer and Abramson expose how the
nomination of Clarence Thomas was flawed from
the beginning. Errors include Thomas' apparent
lack of qualifications as detailed in the book, in
addition to his deplorable personal behavior at a
workplace.

After detailing the alleged harassment by Tho¬
mas, the authors of this book begin describing how

National Symphony Orchestra finishing Maine tour
By Shilpa Rajagopauvn & Jennie-Sue Waush
Staff Correspondents

The National Symphony Orchestra (NSO) is
now touring the state of Maine. This orchestra has
been associated with the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts since 1986. The NSC's tour of
Maine is their third American residency. In previ¬
ous years, they held residencies in Alaska and Loui¬
siana and are planning upcoming tours of Montana
and Wyoming. While in Maine, members of the
NSO have performed at various locations in Bangor,
Presque Isle, Lewiston-Auburn, and plan to per¬
form in Portland.
On February 1, wind players of the NSO gave a
chamber concert at the Bates Concert Hall in the
Olin Fine Arts Building. As opposed to the familiar

sounds of string chamber music, this group con¬
sisted entirely of wind instruments, producing a
wonderful symphonic blend of sound. The perform¬
ers communicated well with each other and effec¬
tively reached the audience. The repertoire consisted
of works spanning several genres. The first piece
performed was "Partite in E-flat Major for Winds"
by Johann Hummel. This piece was scored for two
oboes, clarinets, bassoons, horns, and a contrabassoon. They also played a serenade for thirteen in¬
struments by Richard Strauss, three pieces for flute,
clarinet, and bassoon by Walter Piston, a composer
bom and raised in Maine. They concluded their per¬
formance with "Suite in B-flat Major for 13 Wind In¬
struments, Op. 4", also by Richard Strauss.
The NSO will conclude their tour in Maine with
a benefit concert at the Portland City Hall Audito¬
rium on February 4, seeking to raise money for their
extensive programs. Programs include music work¬

shops, youth concerts, master classes, lecture-dem
onstrations, symposia, school and community resi¬
dencies, and multi-disciplinary curriculum pro¬
grams.

Tickets for this concert are available
through the Portland Concert Association.
These tickets are priced at $10, $20, $25, and
$30. Patron tickets are $75, which includes a
pre-concert reception from 6 to 8pm at the
Holiday Inn by the Bay. To reserve tickets
please call the PCA at 772-8630 or 1-800-6392707. The NSO is also working with the Port¬
land Symphony Orchestra’s Youth Orchestra,
Wind Ensemble, Young People’s String Con¬
sort, and Kinderkonzerts.
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Wah-Wah” by James

Knowing when to fold ‘em
BY ROB KAPLAN
STUDENT WRITER

Throughout my brief so-called life, my musi¬
cal tastes have wavered considerably. From my
prepubescent days of gleefully consuming what¬
ever Casey Kasem offered to my most recent for¬
ays into Bing Crosby and Jerome Kern, every vein
of popular music has at one point graced my turn¬
table. Two bands, however, have remained consis¬
tent favorites since my first adolescent days of
buying music: The Smiths and Roxy Music. Both
bands played aggressive, yet magically refined
guitar pop detailing lust, angst, alienation and

EV1EW

USIC

other abstract concepts that never otherwise
reached suburban New Jersey.
Fortunately, neither band is still together.
Each made several delectable albums, and then
wisely called it quits before they became living
caricatures of themselves, a la the Beach Boys.
Roxy Music's "Avalon" captures every hint of the
chivalrous grace that the cover photograph of a
medieval knight practicing falconry promises. If
the band had not broken up shortly after, un¬
doubtedly they would be perverting their profi¬
ciency on the grotesque "Hell Freezes Over Re¬
union Tours," and MTV Unplugged fiascoes.
Each band's dismantling has freed up its
members to pursue other worthy and original
projects. Morrissey, as John "Coulter" Leslie will
never let us forget, has released a succession of
increasingly brilliant solo albums, each with en¬
hanced production values and musical diversity
unthinkable in the context of a band. Morrissey
also realized the Smiths' best days were behind
them when the group disbanded. He used this
opportunity to anoint bands he thought would
uphold his band's legacy. In an interview with
the British music magazine "Select", Morrissey
mentioned the band James as a group he hoped
would one day rise to the Smiths' level of confi¬

dence.
This was 1987, and for six years, James car¬
ried the albatross of great public expectation, re¬
leasing a series of just fair albums that found
tepid response in the United States. Then, in 1993,
James teamed up with producer Brian Eno
(former producer and occasional member of Roxy
Music) to record "Laid", one of the year's best al¬
bums. An ethereal pop record, "Laid" combined
witty, surreal lyrics such as "you dressed me up
in women's clothes/ we messed around with
gender roles,/ dyed my eyes and called me
pretty," with ambient guitar work reminiscent of
Australian post-punk Mopes the Church. "Laid",
with its pithy pop songs, crooning vocals and
Moby-esque space age effects was the album Neil
Diamond would have made had he spent two
weeks in Branson, MO doing whip-its and eating
stale Hostess Yodels.
"Wah-Wah" is a collection of outtakes from
the "Laid" sessions. Instead of a collection of new
songs or remixes of previously released tracks
("Wah-Wah" is not "Everybody Dance Now:
Laid, the remixes"). "Wah-Wah" consists of
twenty three free-form tracks, mostly instrumen¬
tal, that sound like the best ambient techno ever
created, without the annoyance of a redundantly
mechanical beat. "Wah-Wah" is a trip; nothing
begins and ends. Everything flows together. De¬
pending on your state of mind, it could be either
wonderful or incredibly obnoxious.
This album seems like a logical expansion on
some the earlier ambient compositions Eno had
made in the late seventies and early eighties.
"Music for Airports", Eno's forty-minute, four
track collection of pulsations that crescendo and
decrescendo seems omnipresent in "Wah-Wah".
The use of samples, spoken words and machines,
however, make this work easier to listen to, if
only remotely less interesting.
Ultimately, "Wah-Wah" is an innovative
work by a band smart enough to seek out the best
possible collaborators, bold enough to try new
things and competent enough to execute their
ideas. James has surpassed any previous expecta¬
tions critics might have for them. This probably
pisses Morrissey off.

2 LARGE
1 TOPPING PIZZAS
$13.°°

'Hut.
CPH-BATES

Delivery Only
777-7111

ORPHAN

96 CO
A CURIO SHOP
Welcome back!

Check out the warehouse sale every
Monday 11-1 pm in the Auburn
Novelty Building. One block away
from store. Wholesale antiques.
Call the store for details.
Open seven days a week
10-5 Mon. thru Sat.,
Noon-5 Sunday
207-782-0633
A> AUBURN, MAINE
Fr i. .

American Heart
Association
Fighting Heart Disease
and Stroke

9

EXPIRES Feb. 28,1395
Not Valid With Any Other Promotional Offer.

GET
UALIFIED

H

Unlicensed riders account for

80% of the fatalities in some states.
So get your motorcycle operator
license today. And prove \ o /
that you can ride safely. VBy
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY FOUNDATION

Dance Festival Assistant Wanted
Part-time position available as ad¬
ministrative assistant for Bates
Dance Festival. January-August
1995. Requires excellent communi¬
cation, computer, and organizational
skills. Knowledge of dance a plus.
Job description on file at the Person¬
nel Office. Interviewing now. Call
Laura Faure, Festival Director at 7866077 for more information.

Calendar
Concert: Sarah McLachlan rocks Maine once again,
when she shows us her stuff on March 20, at the Port¬
land State Theatre. For theatre and ticket information
call (207) 879-1112 or Strawberries in Auburn at (207)
782-5567. Tickets are in high demand and go on sale
starting February 4.
Lecture: The Women's Action Coalition brings author
Cherrie Moraga, who will be reading and discussing
her work at 7 p.m., Friday, February 3, in the Benjamin
Mays Center. Moraga, who writes from her perspective
as a lesbian and a Chicana, is the author of the books,
"Loving in the War Years," "Shadow of a Man" and
"Heroes and Saints". She has received an American
Book Award from the Before Columbus Foundation
and a fellowship from the National Endowment for the
Arts.
Lecture: In celebration of National Eating Disorders
week, Stephanie Dillingham, a social worker from the
Boston area, will be presenting a talk on "Understand¬
ing Eating Disorders" on Sunday, February 5. The lec¬
ture commences at 2:00 p.m. in the Benjamin Mays Cen¬
ter.
Performance: An all-night performance art piece,
"Nightshift," by Michael Bramwell will begin at 6:00
p.m. Sunday, February 5 in Gannet Theatre. This per¬
formance, presented by Amandla!, the Bates Theatre
Department and the Office of the Dean of Students, will
run from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
Lecture: Ronald Takaki, considered one of the nation's
foremost scholars of ethnic studies, will discuss
multiculturalism in a talk at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Febru¬
ary 6, in Muskie Archives. Takaki's book "Strangers
from a Different Shore: A History of Asian Americans"
was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize.
Lecture: Noted environmental photographer Lenny
Kohm, an outspoken critic of proposed oil development
in the Alaskan Arctic, will speak at 7 p.m., Monday,
February 6, in Chase Hall Lounge. Kohm, whose visit
to Bates is sponsored by the college's Environmental
Coalition, will present an illustrated lecture, "The Last
Great Wilderness," on the threat to the Alaskan coastal
plain.
Concert: The Bates Tuesday Noonday Concert Series
presents violinist Greg Boardman of Auburn, Bates se¬
nior music major John Kramer on viola da gamba and
music faculty member John Corrie on harpsichord, in a
performance of French baroque dance music by Lully.
This stirring event begins at 12:30 p.m. in the Olin Arts
Concert Hall and is free of charge.
Science Seminar: Rick Lutz, a member of the biology
faculty at Rutgers University, leads a discussion of life
forms discovered near hydrothermic vents on the ocean
floor. Beginning at 4:00 p.m. in Room 204 of Carnegie
Science Hall on Wednesday, February 8, this event is
not only interesting, but free of charge as well!
Reading: At 8:00 p.m. in the Chase Hall lounge, Thurs¬
day, February 9, poet, novelist and editor Fred
D'Aguiar will read selections from his poetry.
D'Aguiar is a recent winner of the prestigious
Whitbread Literary Award for best first novel and a
member of the English faculty at Bates.
Lecture: Kathryn Low, assistant professor of psychol¬
ogy at Bates, presents a brief and informal talk on "Dif¬
ferential Treatment of Men and Women in Health Re¬
search" as part of the Friday-aftemoon lecture series in
Muskie Archives. The lecture begins at 4:15 p.m.
Dance: On Friday, February 10, beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
the Eighth Annual Mighty Cloud of Fiddlers, a festive
gathering of over two dozen fiddlers—ages 6 to infin¬
ity— from all over Maine will be performing a jamming
festival of traditional New England contra and couple
dancing. Under the direction of Greg Boardman, this
event is not only fun, but the $5 admission proceeds will
go to benefit the Androscoggin Habitat for Humanity.
Concert: Internationally renowned pianist Frank
Glazer, artist-in-residence at Bates, performs
Beethoven's "Six Bagatelles" Op. 126 and Piano Sonata
Op. Ill and Chopin's "Four Ballades" at 8:00 p.m. in
Olin Arts Center Concert Hall on Friday, February 10.
Theatre: If you have a craving to get off campus, the
Lewiston/Auburn Public Theatre presents "Lips To¬
gether, Teeth Apart'' by Terrence McNally. This pro¬
vocative play full of wild comedy, scathing wit and
dark intentions will be shown February 3-5, 9-12
(Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at
2 p.m.). Adult tickets are $10, while student and senior
tickets are only $8. Call (207) 782-3200 for reservations
and support your local public theatre!

Pudksters yearn for promotion
With dub hodcey seasons underway The Student takes a doser look at what it means to
attain varsity status and analyzes the advantages of hodcey in our new Underhill arena
BY Lynn Maziarz
Staff Reporter_

The women's club hockey team is
entering its fourth season with two
new coaches, a new rink and plenty of
enthusiasm. Head coach George
O'Connell stated, "This is the first sea¬
son that has been really well orga¬
nized. This is the first time the team
has been able to practice more than
once a week." The first season that the
team played, they practiced on the

W OMEN’S
Hockey
puddle - a scenic area, but nonetheless
fraught with disadvantage. The team
then moved to Pettingill Arena in Au¬
burn, where they had to compete for
ice time with many other teams and
often ended up practicing late at
night. With the completion of
Underhill arena, Colby Connell '97
said, "We can schedule home games
this season, and the team is really
compelled to go to practice. We don't
have to make road trips anymore just
to practice." Kelly Danehy '96, vice
president of the club, echoed Colby's
comments, "We have practice every
day for an hour and 45 minutes a day
instead of only twice a week."
So far this season, the team has
had only one game. In a match at
M.I.T., a team with an 8-6 record, the
Bobcats managed to score their first
goal of the young season while letting
in eight. "M.I.T. had played 13 teams
before playing us, and I think we did
really well. It was 3-1 going into the

last period, and we had a little bit of
breakdown. But it was a really good
game considering we hadn't faced any
other team, even in a scrimmage."
stated Connell. The team will play
Connecticut College this weekend,
and look forward to playing Wheaton
and the University of Maine, among
others, later in the season. Regarding
the UMaine game, Danehey stated,
"They have a very strong varsity, but
they are really interested in helping us
improve our program, so they'll prob¬
ably send down one of their lower
groups to play us." Both Bowdoin and
Colby have women's varsity hockey
teams, and there is hope for a varsity
team at Bates in the future. "There re¬
ally isn't any funding for a team right
now, and we still need to build inter¬
est, but in the future I think we defi¬
nitely should be promoted to the var¬
sity level," predicted Danehy.
In addition to having its own rink
this season, the team has a few new
coaches. Head coach O'Connell is as¬
sisted by Denny Bourgoin and by his
son Gary. "Up until last year our
coaches were students that played on
the men's team," stated Danehy. "To
be taught by a coach and not a player
makes a world of difference." Coach
O'Connell seems to have only opti¬
mism regarding his team and the new
rink. "If you practice on another rink
once a week it is tough to improve and
build. But with ten hours a week you
can work on things consecutively and
the growth is cumulative. I've seen
improvement every day this season
and I expect great things from this
team."
Lynn Maziarz spent a full month in the
Underhill Ice Arena preparing for this ar¬
ticle. She is our resident expert on ice.
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Two members of the women's hockey team clinch at mid-ice during a prac¬
tice last week. The player on the left won the puck.
Barney Beal photo.

Women’s trade zips along on path to postseason
BY Rebecca Grossberg
Staff Reporter

With only four meets left in which
to qualify for postseason competition,
the women's indoor track team has

Women’s

T RACK
taken the 1994-95 season head on. In
the season opener two weeks ago, the
team faced U-Mass Lowell, Westfield
State, and Mt. Holyoke in a quad meet
at home. Although the Bates women
were hurt by the late start of the sea¬
son, their strength and depth was evi¬
dent. "We had a good showing," said
Coach Court. "It is a short season and
we Usually have one more meet, but
the team seems to be on pace to make

the postseason. The runners times are
definitely comparable to previous sea¬
sons." With such veterans as Sarah
Goff '95, Faye Holmes '95,
Katie Segal '95, and Sarah
White '95 leading a strong
core of athletes, the team
placed second behind UMass Lowell, a Division II
team.
While Holmes was the
only Bates athlete to place
first in her event - she
threw the 20 pound weight
to ECAC qualifying stan¬
dards - the team has ben¬
efited from the scoring ability of such
first year standouts as Nicole Abdulla,
Christine Unger, and Kim Walker.
Holding down the fort on the distance
events were Kirstin Achenbach '96,
Thania Benios '98, and Abigail Phelps
'98 who all ran a strong 3000 meter
race, drawing on their cross-country
experience from this fall.

Last weekend, the Bates women
travelled to Bowdoin to face Springfield, Bowdoin, Tufts, Colby, and
Worcester State.
Al¬
though the team placed
5th in final scoring,
strength was exhibited
throughout all of the
events. The mid-distance
events proved to be
among the strongest for
the Bates women and they
were led by White, who
bettered her previous
week's time in the 1500 m
to 4:56. Goff placed 7th in
the 55m hurdles with a time of 9.47
seconds, thus qualifying her for ECAC
tournament. Both Goff and White will
join Holmes in ECAC competition be¬
cause of their strong performances, as
Holmes qualified for New England
competition with a throw of 44'4" in
the 20 pound weight. Despite the
scarcity of athletes in jumping events,

Jenn Yablonski '95, Christine
Blachuta '95, Shannon Walker '97,
and first time track athlete Erin
Griffiths '97 have all figured into team
scoring in both meets.
The event which proved to be the
most exciting was the 4x800 meter re¬
lay in which Achenbach, Heather
Alcock '97, Rana Ozbal '97, and
Christy Ballantyne '97 earned crucial
points for the Bates women. Finishing
.46 seconds behind Bowdoin, the re¬
lay team placed 2nd in that event. In
the final leg of the race, Ballantyne
held off Bowdoin's Darcy Storin, an
All-American in cross country, until
the finish line.
The team did not fare as well in
the final score as it had hoped, but the
support exhibited within the team
and the improvement that was evi¬
dent at Bowdoin will help carry the
Continued on Page 21, Column 1
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Sticklers anticipate home opener
BY Margaux D'Auteuil

With the promise of the Underhill
arena in mind, the Bates mens' hockey
team exploded onto the scene this
year with phenomenal success. The
early season-late night games in

Lewiston drew large crowds, and the
team responded with eight victories.
Players and avid fans agree that this is
the best team that they have seen, re¬
garding the level and quality of play.
Co-captains Chris Weinberg '96
and Tim Hiedmann '95 noted that the
program has jumped up numerous
levels this year not only in talent, but
also in organization, structure, and
size. With increased practice and ice
time, the team has more room to de¬
velop skills and team unity. The open¬
ing of Underhill has strengthened
overall commitment and has made the
players work that much harder. The
rink has enabled the team to "finally
approach our limits and fullest poten¬
tial as a team," stated Hiedmann and
Weinberg. The anticipation of home
games and knowledge of the extent of
their fan base has added to the posi¬
tive mentality. "There is nothing we
are looking more forward to then our
first game in this rink," stressed
Hiedmann.
Level of commitment has been
cited as the common denominator dif¬
ferentiating this season from those in
the past few years. "Commitment and
heart are the single biggest contribu¬
tors to our success this year," re¬
marked Weinberg.
The team has gained many great
new players this season, and not all of
them are first-year students. Underhill
has had the effect of bringing out all
the hockey players who had previ¬

ously remained dormant. The team is
seating four strong, versatile lines.
Paul Nemetz-Carlson '98 is a center
who blends speed, power and skills to
keep his level of play high. Ryan
MacDonald '98 plays defensive wing
and has been an essential element in
the solidification of this year's de¬
fense, primarily due to his superior
checking ability. Mike Ritell, Profes¬
sor of Geology, returns again this sea¬
son. He is respected by the team for
his dedication, drive, and hard work,
and in recognition of these admirable
qualities, he has been named perma¬
nently as the assistant captain.
The team has been coached by the
same two local businessmen for the
past 8 years: Jamie Bourgoin and Yvon
Pellerin. Both come from rich hockey
environments, having had semi-pro¬
fessional or professional careers.
Hiedmann and Weinberg noted that it
is the dedication of the coaches which
has brought the team to the level that
it is currently at: "The fact that they
are volunteers drives the rest of us to
work hard. They instill such a strong
work ethic." Both coaches are just as
excited about the rink and proud of
the team's accomplishments as the
players are.
While the team will always have
room for improvement on the ice, the
single greastest setback for the team
thus far has been the status of
Underhill. No home games will be
played until safety nets are secured in
place, but the nets need to be received
before this can happen. Interestingly
enough, the nets were not even or¬
dered until this week. Because of this
net issue, the last seven home games
have been canceled, and as players
have noted, these delays are begin¬
ning to wear on the team's morale.
Frustration and anxiety are high, and
captains fear if this matter is not re¬
solved quickly, players will begin to
burn out, and no one wants to peak
before the crux of the season - that
long awaited first home game.
Hiedmann and Weinberg did point
out that Athletic Director Suzanne

Number 8 for the men's hockey team streaks down the wing as his scrim¬
mage opponentswatch in state of rapturous bliss.
Barney Beal photo.

Coffey has been great and extremely
instrumental in meeting the needs of
the team, such as uniforms and
scheduling.
Anticipation of the first home
game runs not only through the blood
of the coaches and players, but can
also be felt on campus and within the
community. Hiedmann remarked,

"I've heard nothing but: 'How's the
rink?', 'Nice rink, - when's that first
game?"' Until then, the team will con¬
tinue to improve for their first-ever
home game. They are playing for rec¬
ognition, and they are certainly play¬
ing well.

Slashers host weekend tournament
Aluson Colbath
Student Correspondent

Fencing. The word conjures im¬
ages of swashbuckling pirates and
muscle-bound barbarians. It seems
an archaic activity, yet many Bates

F ENCING
students have chosen to engage in
this exciting sport, which combines
speed, footwork, and weapons. As
Josh Tompson '96 explained, "I've
always loved swords. I joined the
team 'cause I've always wanted to be
Zorro!"
The team will field a meet - the
only home tournament this year - in
the Grey Cage on Saturday, from 11

am to 6 pm. Teams from Dartmouth,
Amherst, Trinity, Boston University,
and the University of New Hampshire
will compete with the Bates squad.
Fencing is one of the college's old¬
est sports clubs, and was one of the
first competitive sports in the West.
Fencing's rules are derived from me¬
dieval fighting techniques. The sport
of fencing consists of three weapons:
epee, foil and saber . Each discipline
can take a lifetime to master. Bates
fields teams in each weapon, and ev¬
ery squad competes individually.
Each weapon requires different skills,
and each possesses distinct strategies
and character traits.
Foil has often been described as a
dance. It requires intricate footwork,
quick reflexes, and precise bladework.
According to Stephany Andreadis '97,
"Foil is the most artistic - it takes a lot
of skill and point control to learn."
Strategists tend to gravitate to¬
wards the epee. Armorer Jason

Toluba '96 explained, "Epee is the
most mind-engaging of the disci¬
plines. It is chess on the fencing
strip." Saber, many argue, was cre¬
ated for those obsessed with Conan
the Barbarian. Bill Payne '98 said, "is
the most brutal: you basically hackand-slash until your blade hits."
The Bates team is in a state of
flux. Despite losing many experi¬
enced members last year, the club has
almost doubled in size. Over one half
of the team are first-year students.
President Allison Kolbath '96 said,
"We're having an exciting year. Bates
is fielding teams in each weapon, and
our talent pool is very young. This is
really a building year." Captain
Daniel Russett '95 added, "My only
regret is that I won't see this team live
up to the potential that it will realize
within the next few years."
Despite being one of the only
teams in the Northeast without a full¬
time coach, the team - both individu¬

ally and as a whole - has done well
on the fencing circuit.
Many of the Bates fencers will
be competing at the Northeastern
championships, which will be held
next month. According to captain
Danny Lee '97, the saber squad "is
among the strongest of the team.
They're young, but even right now,
we're really competitive." Armorer
Toluba said that the epee team will
be "very strong. The team is really
taking off. We have very good
freshmen, and I think that we'll do
very well at the championship."
Lee added, "The Bates team has
enormous potential.
I'm real
proud. We're young, and pretty
soon, we'll be right up with the best
teams in New England."

Be a part of a winning
tradition. Write Sports for

The Bates Student. x7494.

ports

BY Margaux D'Auteuil
Jason Schauble

With a newly built ice arena on
campus, questions inevitably crop up
that just will not go away after all the
dust has settled from a successful
opening. Bates has two quality club
ice hockey teams on campus who use
the Underhill arena for practice and

o
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will eventually play games there.
Why is hockey not a varsity sport at
Bates? Just what exactly were Joseph
Underhill's intentions concerning the
status of hockey at Bates? The Finan¬
cial Affairs office makes public a sum¬
mary of Underhill's wishes for a skat¬
ing facility, but Underhill himself was
the captain of the hockey team at Bates
in 1917, and questions abound as to
what his will actually said regarding
how the arena was to be used. While
alleging no wrongdoing by the Bates
administration, one must wonder
whether his wishes were strictly con¬
fined to providing "an opportunity for
ice skating" or whether he had other
issues on his agenda.
The benefits of a varsity program
are clear, most prominent of which
would be an improvement of commu¬
nity relations. Bates College and
Lewiston, Maine are not exactly a
match for each other and there isn't a
strong bond between our intellectual
oasis and the local industrial commu¬
nity. Anyone who says we have excel¬
lent community relations at this point
is trying to sell you something. How¬
ever, Lewiston has the largest youth
hockey program in New England. In a
city with such strong hockey tradition,
a varsity hockey program is one thing
which would create a common bond
that would really bring the two com¬
munities together. Sure, we have 27
other sports that they could enjoy, but
the reality is that Lewiston and hockey
are like macaroni and cheese, and you
just can't deny that local residents will
turn out in significant numbers to sup¬
port a local college team that they can
call their own. The local population
has supported Bates club hockey to
this point as Bates has played at other
arenas, but since the Bobcats have yet
to have a home game in the new
arena, no one really knows what kind
of fan base to expect. Bates is the only
school in the NESCAC without a var¬
sity program, and this greatly inhibits
our ability to attract certain students,
particularly those from Maine.
Athletic Director Suzanne Coffey
remarked that the promotion of a club

team to the varsity level is not as
simple as it seems. One concern is over
the ratio between the number of en¬
rolled students and the number of var¬
sity teams, of which there are currently
27. "In my opinion, there is a question
of whether or not we can move to 29
teams without diluting the athletic tal¬
ent pool on campus." What deter¬
mines the saturation point in terms of
the number of teams a small college
can maintain without disrupting the
balance within the community? In a
community of opportunity such as
Bates, every student readily asks the
$26,000 per year question, "How is my
opportunity determined to be less of a
priority than someone else's?"
Coffey was also unsure about the
impact varsity hockey would have on
recruiting at Bates, considering we al¬
ready have hockey. Is our program
used seriously as a recruiting tool
now? There are obvious doubts as to
the validity of the notion that someone
will go to Bates so that they can play
club hockey. However, if the athletic
department would make the serious
commitment to the sport that comes
with promotion to varsity status, there
is a sustainable argument that people
may come here to play hockey.
Another issue which has been
tossed around concerns the athletic
budget, a budget that will soon be
made public to the Bates community
[see sidebar on the Equity in Athletics
Disclosure Act!. Will we be able to fi¬
nancially compensate for 29 teams and
all the coaching that goes along with
them? If the answer is no, then what
are we doing differently from the other
NESCAC schools such as Bowdoin
and Colby, who are rumored to have
smaller budgets while sustaining more
teams and apparently not "saturating
their campuses with athletic opportu¬
nity?"
Coffey also brought up the issue of
staffing. If hockey were to become a
varsity sport, Bates would have to
bring in coaches which we currently
do not have on staff. This becomes a
big issue within the faculty, noted
Coffey, because the faculty has been
very vocal about the need for new aca¬
demic colleagues to meet the demands
caused by necessary curriculum pres¬
sures.
What seems most remarkable is
that since the founding of the college, it
was 62 years before a varsity hockey
program was established, and since
the change to club status in 1935 it has
been 60 years since Bates has had a
varsity program. For a sport that is
commonly varsity, with a facility such
as Underhill arena, and a fan base in a
Maine city known for its hockey tradi¬
tion, the time is ripe for a promotion.

Women’s track on pace
for postseason success
Continued from Page 19, Column 4
team into this weekend's competition
at Williams. "Many of the athletes do
not have the experience that the other
teams have, " said Coach Court, "But
facing new teams this weekend will

be a test of our strength. With a little
experience, this will be a strong team."
As many of the athletes aproach their
personal records and look towards the
Maine State meet in two weeks, this
weekend will be a true test of strength.

Equity Disclosure Act grants access
Late last year, Congress passed
the Equity in College Athletics Disclo¬
sure Act, which requires colleges and
universities to gather an assortment
of statistics on their men’s and
women’s sports programs - team
sizes, operating and recruiting ex¬
penses, the sex and annual salary of
each coach, male-female breakdown
of undergraduate enrollment - and to
make these numbers public. While
all schools participating in the Na¬
tional Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) have until October of 1996 to
comply with public requests for this
information, Bates has agreed to let
The Student have access to this in¬
formation in the next two weeks.
A recent study done by the NCAA
cited in the Equity Disclosure Act
found that at Division 1-A institutions,
an average of 20 percent of the ath¬
letic department operations budget is
spent on women’s athletics, 15 per¬
cent of the average recruiting budget
is spent on recruiting female athletes,
and that the average scholarship ex¬
pense per male athlete is more than
twice that of the average scholarship
expense per female. While the goal of
this legislation is to promote gender
equity in college athletics, much of
the information that now must be
made public will also bring a lot of
exposure to fund allocation among
varsity squads and will allow

comparision studies to be made.
The majority of the Bates ath¬
letic teams compete at the Division
III level and the school offers no
athletic scholarships. Vice Presi¬
dent of Financial Affairs Bernie
Carpenter affirmed that financial
aid at Bates is purely need-based,
and commented, “We use what is
called the Princeton scale to deter¬
mine financial need, and there is no
deviation from this standard
whether you are an exceptional
oboe player or football quarter¬
back.” There will be no need to ex¬
amine a scholarship disparity by
gender at Bates, but the rest of the
numbers will be published in The
Student along with proper analysis
when we receive them. Carpenter
and President Harward are both to
be commended for allowing us to
analyze these numbers before Oc¬
tober of 1996, and in letting these
numbers be made public, they are
sending a message to the Bates
community that Bates runs a gen¬
der balanced athletics program and
that they wish to be on the cutting
edge of the informational age. In an
era of intercollegiate athletics domi¬
nated by corruption and racial and
gender inequality, Bates wishes to
set an admirable standard of coop¬
eration.

By Jason Schauble, Sports Editor
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Woodhead navigates
2-5 squad to CBB
BY JASON SCHAUBLE
SPORTS

EDITOR

When Joe Woodhead took the
reins of the track team this winter, as
Walt Slovenski went on leave after 42
years of coaching, he came with an
agenda as interim coach that places a
priority on active recruiting.
Woodhead has been associated with
the school for ten years after he retired
as a high school teacher and football
coach in Lisbon, and has been an assis¬
tant football coach and track coach
whose area of expertise lies in weight
training. Now, as a head coach, the
biggest problem he faces is not some¬
thing he can fix by himself; he just
doesn't have enough runners.
"I need bodies for winter and
spring track, and the thing is, I know
that there are people on campus that
have the time and are just waiting for

someone to ask them to compete,"
said Woodhead. "We took a student
out of the weight-room several years
back in his junior year and he made
the nationals in the 35 pound weight.
I'm putting out the call here for people
who are interested because there is a
solid skill level on this team right now,
but we lose when we can't place
enough people in the bigger events."
With a team rife with strength and
speed, it is a wonder that Bates cannot
attract such numbers. In the weight
department, a young quartet of men,
led by John Eden '96 and Sammy Mar¬
tin '97 (normally seen moonlighting as
the center for the Bobcat football team)

has done consistently well with
weight and javelin throwing.
Senior Chris Peduto leads the
sprinters, and recently he broke a
record in the 200 meter.
Alec
MacLachlan won the New England
championships in the 500 meter run
last year and is on pace to return this
year to the New England's in the 500
while also contributing on the strong
4X400 relay team with Chip Noble '97,
Peduto, and Todd Rainville '97.
In other events, Steven Beardsley
'97 uses his cross-country experience
to manage the longer distances of 800
meters and one mile, and was ranked
at the top in New England for several
weeks at the beginning of the season.
Sean Donohue '97 has placed in the
top three of almost every meet with a
consistent 12 foot pole-vault, and Matt
Lincoln '95 heads the pack in the long
jump.
The team is 2-5 after three quadmeets and a dual meet in December
with the University of Massachusetts
at Lowell. The team's greatest test will
be this weekend when they host a
quad-meet with Bowdoin, Colby and
the University of Massachusetts at
Dartmouth. At this meet there will be
a double-scoring system, one for the
CBB championship and the other for
NESCAC play.
"We are an individually skilled
team," noted Woodhead, "but our
small size hurts us in the long run. I
am actively recruiting students for
next year, but the reality is that we
need students for this season and the
spring, and they are probably right
here on campus not knowing that they
can help. Knowing how athletic this
campus is, I ask these athletes to give
us a try, even if they haven't run since
high school. It will make a difference."

Purified Water Only .35
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Free of Radon
Now at the following locations:
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Aqua-man surveys his kingdom.

Swimmers prove
there’s still strength
without numbers
BY Lauren Cardonsky
Staff reporter

No doubt, the men's swimming
team is saturated with talent, but all
nine swimmers attest that the team

simply lacks depth. The shortage of
swimmers has plagued Bates through¬
out the season. "This year has been a
season of hard work and frustration,"
commented captain David Gair '96.
Individually, the swimmers have been
posting good times, but unfortunately
not enough are being posted. Each
swim meet consists of more events
then Bates has swimmers, which puts
Bates at a significant disadvantage.
Despite a 1-6 record, many of the
meets were really close and could
have gone either way. This record in¬
cludes competions with schools who
have more All-American swimmers
than Bates has swimmers at all. This
coming weekend, the swim team will
host Salem State - a true test of the
team's abilities in the past. "This
promises to be an exciting and evenly
contested meet," said coach Dana
Mulhullond. For both the men's and
women's teams, this coming weekend
will give a chance for parents to see
their sons and daughters in action.
The following weekend, rhe swim
team will travel to rival Colby's cam¬

pus for yet another potentially close
meet. Colby will be the last meet of
the season.
On February 24-26th the entire
men's swimming team will be repre¬
senting Bates at the New England
Tournament. This tournament will
take place at Bowdoin and, according
to Gair, will "provide a perfect oppor¬
tunity for the hard work that everyone
put forth throughout the season to
pay off." The fact that the whole team
will qualify says a lot about the swim¬
mers and the potential for the swim¬
ming program in the future. With a
larger swim team, people will be able
to work more on their individual spe¬
cialties rather than have to worry
about the number of swimmers who
are needed to swim in a particular
event. The team has a solid corps of
freshmen, which will be built upon
with next year's entering class. In ad¬
dition to these younger contributors,
the swim team will looking forward to
the return of several key upperclass¬
men. For right now the swimers will
concentrate on their two remaining
meets and look towards a strong fin¬
ish at the New England Tournament
where they will be able to compete in¬
dividually and maximize their efforts.
Everyone has been working really
hard both as a team and as individu¬
als, and coach Mulhullond thinks that
this will be evident in the final part of
the season and will be able to be trans¬
lated into the win column.
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PE credit sound body meets sound mind
BY Jason

Schauble

Sports Editor

At Bates College, two-thirds of the
student body participate in club or
varsity sports, and each week The Stu¬
dent reports on their progress faith¬

fully. Well, this article is for that other
one-third of campus, and it concerns
physical education credit. The current
Bates requirement for graduation is
two semesters of instructional physi¬
cal education, preferably to be com¬
pleted in a student's first year of
study. There is a wide range of
courses offered, from snow-shoeing to
rock climbing, and for this one-third
of the Bates population that has
elected not to participate in a varsity
or club sport, the competition for
spots in these programs is intense.
These are the facts of the requirement.
Now here's the controversy.
Many students suggest year after
year that student health and fitness
are personal issues, and that classes
should be offered, but not required. In
most cases they have their own agen¬
das for opposing the program, from
arguments about time constraints to
beliefs that requirements constrict
their personal freedom to choose.
These people might even play an in¬
tramural sport and believe that this
should be enough as far as athletic ac¬
tivity is concerned.
These students are combatted by
the proponents of the program who
consider physical health and well-be¬
ing important elements of a liberal arts
education, and sound training for a
lifelong interest in the value of healthy
living. They champion the "sound
body - sound mind" concept and want
to be educated in new sports. On such
an athletic campus, these questions
have been asked for years, and this re¬
port will clear up several of the more
vague motivations behind the physi¬
cal education requirement.
As coordinator of the physical
education activities, volleyball coach
Marsha Graef noted right off that
"many people come to visit me about
the general education requirement,
most of them being seniors who are in
a bind because they haven't planned
ahead. Some come in angry, some
scared, and some overloaded in one
way or another and looking for a way
out. What makes me happy is that al¬
most no one leaves without a solu¬
tion." She further noted that the goal
of these programs is not necessarily to
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get people in shape, a capacity many
students may see the classes serving.
"You're not going to get fit in five
weeks," she said, and there is defi¬
nitely some truth to that.
The goals of the physical educa¬
tion program are to educate and to in¬
troduce a student to a lifelong skill in
a nonthreatening environment. There
are no tests, no grades, and the stu¬
dent is encouraged to find something
new to enjoy. Intramural sports, as
much as they may be physically de¬
manding, do not fulfill these expecta¬
tions.
Athletic Director Suzanne Coffey
noted, "Intramural sports teams don't
receive instruction and there is no way
to assure that students attend. We
don't want to make students sign in at
their basketball games on Sunday
mornings. It just doesn't make sense
to saddle intramurals with a require¬
ment edge. Intramurals are casual
and despite the huge volume of stu¬
dent participants, the element of in¬
struction is just not there."
It's not as if you even have to par¬
ticipate in an athletic activity to get
physical education credit, either. "If
someone has an aversion to perspira¬
tion, we have classes dealing with
health issues, a CPR course, and nu¬
merous first aid and lifeguarding
courses," noted Graef. Physical edu¬
cation credit can also be obtained
through a variety of other courses, in¬
cluding Wilderness First Aid. Doesn't
seem too unreasonable, does it?
So what do other schools in the
NESCAC require? Are we the only
school that requires you to educate
your body as well as your mind? At
Wesleyan College, Physical Education
Coordinator Don Long said, "We have
no requirements. All physical educa¬
tion classes are on a purely voluntary
basis, but you can take them for credit
toward graduation." A full year of
classes will net you one credit toward
the 32 required for graduation, and
according to Long, the courses are
very popular even though they are not
required. Connecticut College, Trin¬
ity and Tufts all follow in the same
vein as Wesleyan, and you can take
courses for credit. Bowdoin also
doesn't require anything, but have
courses that can be taken voluntarily.
On the other end of the spectrum
lie Middlebury and Williams, where
all students have to take P.E., includ¬
ing athletes, and are subject to sanc¬
tions if these demands are not met. At
Williams, you will not be able to study
off-campus unless you submit a plan
regarding how you will satisfy the
eight required quarters (two full
years, as opposed to one at Bates) of
classes.

SKIERS,
LISTEN UP!
Drive to the slopes with the world's first ski
audiotape. Fun - Informative - Inspiring!
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Overan hour of skiing entertainment and
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Extreme skier John Egan. Pro-racer Lisa
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minutes of original comedy on skiing and
the ski experience, all in all it’s “A Wild
Ride to the Slopes " Only $10.95 + S & H.
800-3SKI-TAPE or 617-926-9007
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As much as it looks at first glance
that Bates' requirements are outdated
or draconian, when considering the
programs other schools have imple¬
mented or plan on implementing,
Bates has comfortably compromised
its position and has actually created a
system that caters to the individual.
It's a system that is flexible and subject
to change.
If a group of students wished to
propose a change to the current physi¬
cal education requirement, they could
submit a proposal to the Dean of Stu¬
dents Office or the Athletic Depart¬

CALL NOW! 783-2200
10 Wings $3.99
20 Wings $6.99
30 Wings $9.99
40 Wings $12.99
50 Wings $15.99

ment, which in turn would consider
the proposal and submit it to the atlarge Faculty Committee on Athletics.
So for all of you out there who want to
take a swimming test, time to make
your proposal, but for the time being,
look for the opportunity to be edu¬
cated in a lifelong skill. "We are al¬
ways open to something new," said
Graef. "We are flexible and willing to
make compromises as long as you
find something that you enjoy that
you want to learn about."

Available in mild, medium,
hot, or barbecue

HOURS: MON-THURS 4:30 PM-1 AM
FRI&SAT11 AM-2 AM
SUNDAY 11 AM-1 AM

MONDAY,TUESDAY,
WEDNESDAY
SPECIAL $9.99

LATE NIGHT
SPECIAL
$6.99

Get 2 Medium Cheese Pizzas
for only $9.99
plus tax and deposit.

Get 1 Large One Topping
Pizza for only $6.99 plus tax
and deposit.
Good only 9 pm-close

EXPIRES 2/6/95
Coupon not valid with any other offer.
Otter val.d with coupon only. V— ; at
participat ng stcre; only. Prices ..iav •>?.ry.
Customer pays sales lax where applicable.
Our drivers carry less than $20 00 Cash
i/20C. <01994 Domino's Pizza. Inc

$2.00

OFF

ANY 2 ITEM
OR MORE
PIZZA
EXPIRES 2/6/95
Coupon not valid with any other offer.
Otter valid with coupon only. Valid at
participating stores only. Prices may vary.
Customer pays sales tax where applicable.
Our drivers carry less than $20.00. Cash
^^^aiue
inc.
value 1l/zuc.wiswuominosrizza.
/20e. ©1994 Domino's Pizza. Inc.

EXPIRES 2/6/95
Coupon not
with any other offer.
Offer valid with coupon only. Valid at
participating stores only. Prices may vary.
Customer pays sales tax where applicable.
Our drivers carry less than $20.00 Cash
1 /20c. ©1994 Domino s Pizza. Inc.

[^S
IM|
||3p
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STUDENT
SPECIAL
Get a Medium Cheese Pizza
and 2 Cokes®
or Diet Cokes®
for only $6.99
plus tax and deposit.
EXPIRES 2/6/95
Coupon not valM
■■■? outer oner.
Offer valid with coupon only. Valid at
participating stores only. Pnces may vary
Customer pays sales tax where applicabte.
Our drivers carry less than $20.00. Cac. i
^^^aiue
value 1/20c
i/zw ©1994
<wiinwmominosriz«i.
Domino's Pizza. Inc.
me.
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Q on the Q

The Bates Student, Friday, February 3, 1995

“What would you do with a dog leash,
a can of Spam and a Bates Student?”

“I can't say that in public."
—Corey Norton '97

“I wouldn't do what
Lonnie Klein did!"
—Marb Erelli '96

“I'd wall? the Spam and eat
the Student.”

—Chris Dahlherg '95

“I don't know. . . We just
got out of Turlish's class.”
—Ryan Sahr '97

For about a dollar a day
both will give you the power you need to
survive this semester.

no sugar and hold the moo juice.

With the Apple Computer Loan and 90-Day Deferred Payment Plan, you can take advantage of
already great student pricing on a Mac"-for about $33 per month’ with no payments for 90 days’.
Students who qualify can take home any Macintosh’ personal computer, printer, CD-ROM drive or
other peripherals with no hassle and no compkcated forms. Let’s face it, the hoHdays aren’t exactly

conducive to saving money. In fact, they can leave you broke. But you can still buy the computer
you want and not worry about payments until long after the decorations are down. The
Apple Computer Loan and 90-Day Deferred Payment Plan. The solution A
q|
that gives you the power every student needs. The power to be your best!
jJiC

PAY NOTHING FOR 90 DAYS

For all of your computer needs visit
Information Services
110 Russell Street or call 786-6376
'Deferred Apple Computer Loan offer expires February 17,1995. No payment of interest or principal will be required for 90 days. (Some resellers may require a deposit to hold merchandise while loan is being approved.) Interest accruing during this 90-day period will be added to
principal, and the principal amount, as so increased, will thereafter bear interest which will be included in the repayment schedule.
,,
, ...
•Monthly payment is an estimate based on a purchase price of $1,93152, which includes 85% sales tax, for the Macintosh Petforma 636CD system shown above. Including loan fees, the total loan amount is $2,044.00, which results in a monthly payment obligation oj $3350. The monthly
tmment above was calculated using an estimate ofsales tax in San Francisco. If the applicable sales tax is 8.75% (Chicago) or 7.0% (Philadelphia), the monthly payment would be $3358or $3304, respectively. Computer system prices, loan amounts and sales taxes may vary. See your
authorized Apple Campus Reseller or representative for current system prices, loan and tax amounts. Loans are for a minimum of $1,000 to a maximum of $10,000. You may lake out more than one loan, but the total of alt loans cannot exceed $10000 annually. A 55% loan originationJee
uill be added to the requested loan amount. The interest rate is variable, based on the commercial paper rate plus535%. For the month ofNovember, 1994 the interest rate was 10.85% and the Annual Percentage Rate was 12.44%. 8-year loan term with no prepayment penalty. The monthly
payment and the annual percentage rate shown assumes the 90-day deferment of principal and interest described above and no other deferment ofprincipal or interest. Students may defer principal payments up to 4 years, or until graduation. Deferment will change your monthly
payments. The Apple Computer Loan is subject to credit approval. Apple Computer Loan and 90-Day Deferred Payment Plan offers available only to qualifying students, faculty and staff. Offers available only from Apple or an authorized Apple Campus Reseller or representative. ©1994 Apple
Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple, the Apple logo, Macintosh, Performa and “The power to be your best" are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. Mac is a trademark ofApple Computer, Inc.

